
C
lick! Chains snap shut around your ankles. Crack!
The tip of a whip whistles past your head. Bang! 
A door shuts, leaving you in darkness. These are
the sounds of slavery, and they come as a surprise

at the beginning of the Book of Exodus. What happened
after the happy ending in Genesis? Like an action-packed
drama, Exodus tells a story of
deceit and broken promises, and
of how God’s miraculous inter-
ventions delivered the Israelites
from their slavery in Egypt.

At a Glance

In-depth
The Book of Exodus is the story of Israel’s lib-

eration. Exodus literally means “departure,”

and this book’s central story is of how God

liberates the people from slavery in Egypt (an

event called the Exodus). Its central character

is Moses, who is chosen by God to become

God’s voice and the instrument of God’s pow-

er. Exodus was written hundreds of years after these events, using oral traditions

that described the origin of many of the Israelites’ beliefs and religious rituals.

Exodus is divided into four main sections. The first two sections, chapters

1–18, begin with the Israelites enslaved in Egypt and prohibited from worshiping

their God. Israel cries out to God, and God answers by sending Moses. When

Pharaoh refuses to let the Israelites go, God sends ten devastating plagues, and

Pharaoh finally gives in. Later, Pharaoh changes his mind and chases the Is-

raelites, only to have his army destroyed after the Israelites’ escape through the

Red Sea. This section ends with the people wandering through the wilderness,

sustained by food and water miraculously pro-

vided by God.

Sections three and four of Exodus, chapters

19–40, occur at Mount Sinai. There God enters

into a covenant with all the people. God’s part

of the Sinai Covenant is to guarantee continued

protection. Israel’s part is to be faithful to God

alone, a faithfulness marked by special laws

(chapters 20–23) and special worship (chapters

24–31) that unite them as a people. Exodus ends

with Israel still encamped at Mount Sinai, strug-

gling to become a people of the Covenant.

The stories and laws in Exodus are at the

heart of both Jewish and Christian belief in a

God who saves, a God of freedom. You cannot

fully appreciate the meaning of Jesus’ life, death,

and Resurrection without knowing these stories.

Quick Facts
Period Covered
sometime from 1500 to
1250 B.C.
Author
unknown author gather-
ing oral traditions and
stories from various tribal
peoples
Themes
God liberates people from
slavery and oppression.
God sustains the Israelites
in the wilderness. God
forms a covenant marked
by laws and rituals.

■ Chapters 1–10. Phar-
aoh’s oppression, the
call of Moses, the plagues

■ 11.1—15.21. the Pass-
over, deliverance at the
Red Sea

■ 15.22—18.27. the jour-
ney through the wilder-
ness

■ 19.1—35.3. the Cov-
enant at Mount Sinai,
difficulty living the
Covenant

■ 35.4—40.38. construc-
tion of the tabernacle
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1 These are the names of the sons of Israel who
came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his

household: 2 Reuben, Sim�ë&•on, Levi, and Judah,
3 Is�sa•char, Zeb�ü&•lun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan and
Naph�ta&•lï, Gad and Ash�er. 5 The total number of
people born to Jacob was seventy. Joseph was al-
ready in Egypt. 6 Then Joseph died, and all his
brothers, and that whole generation. 7 But the Is-
raelites were fruitful and prolific; they multiplied
and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was
filled with them.

The Israelites Are Oppressed
8–Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did

not know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Look,
the Israelite people are more numerous and more
powerful than we. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly
with them, or they will increase and, in the event of
war, join our enemies and fight against us and es-
cape from the land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmas-
ters over them to oppress them with forced labor.
They built supply cities, Pï�thom and Ram�e&•sës, for
Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the
more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyp-
tians came to dread the Israelites. 13 The Egyptians
became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites,
14 and made their lives bitter with hard service in
mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor.
They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed
on them.

15–The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew mid-
wives, one of whom was named Shiph�rah and the a Sam Gk Tg: Heb lacks to the Hebrews

61

other Pü�ah, 16 “When you act as midwives to the
Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstool, if
it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.”
17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as
the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let
the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned
the midwives and said to them, “Why have you
done this, and allowed the boys to live?” 19 The
midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew
women are not like the Egyptian women; for they
are vigorous and give birth before the midwife
comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the
midwives; and the people multiplied and became
very strong. 21 And because the midwives feared
God, he gave them families. 22 Then Pharaoh com-
manded all his people, “Every boy that is born to
the Hebrewsa you shall throw into the Nile, but you
shall let every girl live.”

Birth and Youth of Moses 
(Heb 11.23)

2 Now a man from the house of Levi went and
married a Lë�vïte woman. 2 The woman con-

ceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he
was a fine baby, she hid him three months. 3 When
she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus
basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and
pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among
the reeds on the bank of the river. 4 His sister stood
at a distance, to see what would happen to him.

ExodusExodus
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5–The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe
at the river, while her attendants walked beside the
river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent
her maid to bring it. 6 When she opened it, she saw
the child. He was crying, and she took pity on him.
“This must be one of the Hebrews� children,” she
said. 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh�s daughter,
“Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew
women to nurse the child for you?” 8 Pharaoh�s
daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and
called the child�s mother. 9 Pharaoh�s daughter said
to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I

will give you your wages.” So the woman took the
child and nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she
brought him to Pharaoh�s daughter, and she took
him as her son. She named him Moses,b “because,”
she said, “I drew him outc of the water.”

Moses Flees to Midian 
(Heb 11.24–25)

11–One day, after Moses had grown up, he went
out to his people and saw their forced labor. He saw

b Heb Mosheh—c Heb mashah

LIVE IT!
In the story of the birth of Moses, Pharaoh ordered the Egyptian midwives to kill
all the male Israelite babies at birth.The midwives recognized such killing as an
atrocity and refused to obey Pharaoh.Their actions might be considered civil
disobedience against unjust laws.

Some people claim that the right to have an abortion is a just law. Aren’t they right?
Consider this incident: At a youth group gathering, abortion was discussed, and a video was
shown on how abortions are performed. One young man shared that although he did not
believe in abortion, he used to believe exceptions could be made, such as in the case of rape
or incest. After watching the video, he said that he no longer believed that such exceptions
could be morally justified. A young woman said that the video had convinced her that abor-
tion is in the same moral category as serial murder.These young people, like the midwives
in Exodus, recognized that all human life is sacred.

Ë Ex 1.15–22

!Saving Lives

Moses is, without doubt, the most important character in the Pentateuch, if not the entire
Old Testament. Struggling to find language to describe his greatness, Deut 34.10 says,
“Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to
face.” Born to a couple from the tribe of Levi and raised as an Egyptian by the Pharaoh’s
daughter, Moses was perfectly suited to negotiate Israel’s freedom from slavery in Egypt. In
event after event, the author of Exodus shows us Moses’ wonder-working power, his pro-
phetic skill, and his intimacy with God.

Despite all of Moses’ great accomplishments, he never loses his humanness. He lacks
confidence in his ability to speak (Ex 4.10); he is angry and frustrated with his people (17.4),
and he bargains with God out of love for his people (32.11–14). Moses, noble but also know-
ing sadness, is elegantly portrayed in the passage where he dies within sight of the Prom-
ised Land (Deuteronomy, chapter 34).These qualities paint a picture of someone whose
perseverance and trust allowed God to work through him.

A prophet is literally God’s voice, and Moses was indeed God’s voice, which shaped
Israel to be a people of the Covenant. All other leaders and figures in the Old Testament
are compared with Moses. In the New Testament, even Jesus is compared with Moses.

Introducing 
MOSES

Exodus 2.5 62
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an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his kinsfolk.
12 He looked this way and that, and seeing no one
he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.
13 When he went out the next day, he saw two He-
brews fighting; and he said to the one who was in
the wrong, “Why do you strike your fellow He-
brew?” 14 He answered, “Who made you a ruler and
judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed
the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought,
“Surely the thing is known.” 15 When Pharaoh
heard of it, he sought to kill Moses.

But Moses fled from Pharaoh. He settled in the
land of Mid�i&•an, and sat down by a well. 16 The
priest of Mid�i&•an had seven daughters. They came to
draw water, and filled the troughs to water their fa-
ther�s flock. 17 But some shepherds came and drove
them away. Moses got up and came to their defense
and watered their flock. 18 When they returned to
their father Reü�el, he said, “How is it that you have
come back so soon today?” 19 They said, “An Egyp-
tian helped us against the shepherds; he even drew
water for us and watered the flock.” 20 He said to his
daughters, “Where is he? Why did you leave the
man? Invite him to break bread.” 21 Moses agreed to
stay with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter
Zip•pö�rah in marriage. 22 She bore a son, and he
named him Ger�shom; for he said, “I have been an
aliend residing in a foreign land.”

23–After a long time the king of Egypt died. The

Israelites groaned under their slavery, and cried out.
Out of the slavery their cry for help rose up to God.
24 God heard their groaning, and God remembered
his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
25 God looked upon the Israelites, and God took
notice of them.

Moses at the Burning Bush
(Ex 6.2—7.7; 11.1–4; 12.35–36)

3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-
law Jeth�rö, the priest of Mid�i&•an; he led his

flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Hö�reb,
the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD

appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not
consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside
and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is
not burned up.” 4 When the LORD saw that he had
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the
bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”
5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the san-
dals from your feet, for the place on which you are
standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid
his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7–Then the LORD said, “I have observed the

63 Exodus 3.7

d Heb ger
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HOLY GROUND

In many Asian cultures, before people enter a home, they remove their shoes. People do this
before entering a mosque too. Perhaps you remove your shoes before entering your home as
well. Removing one’s shoes is a common sign of respect. Moses is commanded to remove his
sandals in Ex 3.5.Why? Because he is standing on holy ground.Why is the ground holy? Because
God is present.

Moses is awestruck and humbled by his experience of God’s presence. In today’s multimedia
culture, we are rarely awed by anything. Even the burning bush would be just another special
effect. How can we regain our sense of awe at God’s majesty? Some people experience it in
nature, looking at a star-filled sky or the waves rolling in on the ocean. Others experience it in
getting to know other people deeply. Still others find it in the amazing patterns that science
reveals.The one common element to experiencing awe seems to be the ability to slow down,
look closely, and appreciate what we discover.

So slow down, find your own holy ground, take your shoes off, and let God fill you with awe!

Ë Ex 3.1–6
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?God’s Mysterious Name
“I am who am”—one possible transla-
tion of Yahweh from Ex 3.14—seems
more like a definition than a name. Some
scholars have suggested Yahweh might be
better translated “he causes to be what
exists.” In any case, the four Hebrew
letters YHWH (or Yahweh in English) are
difficult to translate. Over the centuries,
the Jewish people stopped pronouncing
the four letters out of reverence for God
and replaced them with the word Adonai,
meaning “my Lord.” Most English trans-
lations of the Bible respect this long-
standing tradition, translating the original
YHWH as LORD. This mysterious name of
God reminds us that no name or symbol
can fully express who God is.

Ë Ex 3.13–15

misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I
know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them
up out of that land to a good and broad land, a
land flowing with milk and honey, to the country
of the Cä�naan&•ïtes, the Hit�tïtes, the Am�o&•rïtes, the
Per�iz&•zïtes, the Hï�vïtes, and the Jeb�ü&•sïtes. 9 The
cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10 So come,
I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God,
“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring
the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be with
you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who
sent you: when you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.”

The Divine Name Revealed
13–But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Is-

raelites and say to them, �The God of your ancestors
has sent me to you,� and they ask me, �What is his
name?� what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to
Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”e He said further, “Thus you
shall say to the Israelites, �I AM has sent me to you.� ”
15 God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to
the Israelites, �The LORD,f the God of your ancestors,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, has sent me to you�:

e Or I AM WHAT I AM or I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE—f The word
“LORD” when spelled with capital letters stands for the
divine name, YHWH, which is here connected with the verb
hayah, “to be”

Exodus 3.8 64

THE NAME OF GOD

Many Native American peoples, such as the Lakota and the Sioux, have several names for God.
Wakan-Tanka and Tun-ka-shi-la are still commonly used today.These words for God are often
translated as Great Spirit.

This is a good translation because Wakan is a word that brings together the concepts of
mystery, sacredness, holiness, awe, and inspiration.Tanka describes something that is great.

Tun-ka-shi-la is often used the same way as Wakan-Tanka, but its meaning is slightly differ-
ent.Tun-ka-shi-la is often translated as Grandfather or Great Grandfather, but it means the “one
who is the oldest, so old that nothing or no one is older.” Tun-ka-shi-la is a name that reflects the
Great Spirit as the source of all things, the one who has existed from the beginning.

Ë Ex 3.13–15
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This is my name forever, 
and this my title for all generations.

16 Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and say to
them, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has ap-
peared to me, saying: I have given heed to you and
to what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 I declare
that I will bring you up out of the misery of Egypt,
to the land of the Cä’naan&•ïtes, the Hit’tïtes, the
Am’o&•rïtes, the Per’iz&•zïtes, the Hï’vïtes, and the
Jeb’ü&•sïtes, a land flowing with milk and honey.’
18 They will listen to your voice; and you and the
elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say
to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met
with us; let us now go a three days’ journey into the
wilderness, so that we may sacrifice to the LORD our
God.’ 19 I know, however, that the king of Egypt will
not let you go unless compelled by a mighty hand.g
20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt
with all my wonders that I will perform in it; after
that he will let you go. 21 I will bring this people
into such favor with the Egyptians that, when you
go, you will not go empty-handed; 22 each woman
shall ask her neighbor and any woman living in the
neighbor’s house for jewelry of silver and of gold,
and clothing, and you shall put them on your sons

and on your daughters; and so you shall plunder
the Egyptians.”

Moses’ Miraculous Power

4 Then Moses answered, “But suppose they do
not believe me or listen to me, but say, �The

LORD did not appear to you.� ” 2 The LORD said to
him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A
staff.” 3 And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So
he threw the staff on the ground, and it became a
snake; and Moses drew back from it. 4 Then the
LORD said to Moses, “Reach out your hand, and
seize it by the tail”—so he reached out his hand and
grasped it, and it became a staff in his hand— 5 “so
that they may believe that the LORD, the God of
their ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 

6–Again, the LORD said to him, “Put your hand
inside your cloak.” He put his hand into his cloak;
and when he took it out, his hand was leprous,h as
white as snow. 7 Then God said, “Put your hand
back into your cloak”—so he put his hand back
into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was

65 Exodus 4.7

g Gk Vg: Heb no, not by a mighty hand—h A term for several
skin diseases; precise meaning uncertain
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GOD SENDS PROPHETS TO LIBERATE HIS PEOPLE!

God responded to the cry of his people, choosing Moses as a prophet and commissioning him to
lead the Israelites to freedom. Despite Moses’ first doubts, with God’s assistance, Moses became
an effective and powerful leader. God would not let Moses’ excuses stand in the way of God’s
mission of liberation.

Christians share in Jesus Christ’s prophetic work as well.We too need to speak out against
injustice and help the victims of oppression. Like the prophets before us, we can only succeed
with God’s help.

In our time, great spiritual leaders have risen up to lead people to freedom: Mohandas
Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Dorothy Day, Archbishop Oscar Romero, and Cesar Chavez are
just a few. As in the case of Moses, God inspired these leaders to see their people experiencing
injustice and to seek to liberate them from oppressive powers.You can be sure that these people
also had their doubts and relied on God for their strength and hope.
■ Are you aware of any group that is being oppressed today? How might God be calling you to

help?
■ Ask God for wisdom, strength, and help in your mission.

Ë Ex 4.1–17
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restored like the rest of his body— 8 “If they will
not believe you or heed the first sign, they may be-
lieve the second sign. 9 If they will not believe even
these two signs or heed you, you shall take some
water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground;
and the water that you shall take from the Nile will
become blood on the dry ground.” 

10–But Moses said to the LORD, “O my Lord, I
have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor
even now that you have spoken to your servant; but
I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 11 Then
the LORD said to him, “Who gives speech to mor-
tals? Who makes them mute or deaf, seeing or
blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12 Now go, and I will be
with your mouth and teach you what you are to
speak.” 13 But he said, “O my Lord, please send
someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Moses and he said, “What of your
brother Aaron the Lë�vïte? I know that he can speak
fluently; even now he is coming out to meet you,
and when he sees you his heart will be glad. 15 You
shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth;
and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth,
and will teach you what you shall do. 16 He indeed
shall speak for you to the people; he shall serve as a
mouth for you, and you shall serve as God for him.
17 Take in your hand this staff, with which you shall
perform the signs.”

Moses Returns to Egypt
18–Moses went back to his father-in-law Jeth�rö

and said to him, “Please let me go back to my kin-
dred in Egypt and see whether they are still living.”
And Jeth�rö said to Moses, “Go in peace.” 19 The
LORD said to Moses in Mid�i&•an, “Go back to Egypt;
for all those who were seeking your life are dead.”
20 So Moses took his wife and his sons, put them on
a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt; and
Moses carried the staff of God in his hand.

21–And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go
back to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh
all the wonders that I have put in your power; but I
will harden his heart, so that he will not let the peo-
ple go. 22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, �Thus says
the LORD: Israel is my firstborn son. 23 I said to you,
“Let my son go that he may worship me.” But you
refused to let him go; now I will kill your firstborn
son.� ” 

24–On the way, at a place where they spent the
night, the LORD met him and tried to kill him.
25 But Zip&•pö�rah took a flint and cut off her son�s
foreskin, and touched Moses�i feet with it, and said,
“Truly you are a bridegroom of blood to me!” 26 So
he let him alone. It was then she said, “A bride-
groom of blood by circumcision.” 

27–The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilder-
ness to meet Moses.” So he went; and he met him

at the mountain of God and kissed him. 28 Moses
told Aaron all the words of the LORD with which he
had sent him, and all the signs with which he had
charged him. 29 Then Moses and Aaron went and
assembled all the elders of the Israelites. 30 Aaron
spoke all the words that the LORD had spoken to
Moses, and performed the signs in the sight of the
people. 31 The people believed; and when they
heard that the LORD had given heed to the Israelites
and that he had seen their misery, they bowed
down and worshiped.

Bricks without Straw

5 Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh
and said, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Is-

rael, �Let my people go, so that they may celebrate a
festival to me in the wilderness.� ” 2 But Pharaoh
said, “Who is the LORD, that I should heed him and
let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and I will not
let Israel go.” 3 Then they said, “The God of the He-
brews has revealed himself to us; let us go a three
days� journey into the wilderness to sacrifice to the
LORD our God, or he will fall upon us with pesti-
lence or sword.” 4 But the king of Egypt said to
them, “Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the
people away from their work? Get to your labors!”
5 Pharaoh continued, “Now they are more numer-
ous than the people of the land j and yet you want
them to stop working!” 6 That same day Pharaoh
commanded the taskmasters of the people, as well
as their supervisors, 7 “You shall no longer give the
people straw to make bricks, as before; let them go
and gather straw for themselves. 8 But you shall re-
quire of them the same quantity of bricks as they
have made previously; do not diminish it, for they
are lazy; that is why they cry, �Let us go and offer
sacrifice to our God.� 9 Let heavier work be laid on
them; then they will labor at it and pay no attention
to deceptive words.” 

10–So the taskmasters and the supervisors of the
people went out and said to the people, “Thus says
Pharaoh, �I will not give you straw. 11 Go and get
straw yourselves, wherever you can find it; but your
work will not be lessened in the least.� ” 12 So the
people scattered throughout the land of Egypt, to
gather stubble for straw. 13 The taskmasters were ur-
gent, saying, “Complete your work, the same daily
assignment as when you were given straw.” 14 And
the supervisors of the Israelites, whom Pharaoh�s
taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and
were asked, “Why did you not finish the required
quantity of bricks yesterday and today, as you did
before?” 

15–Then the Israelite supervisors came to Phar-
aoh and cried, “Why do you treat your servants like

Exodus 4.8 66
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aoh king of Egypt, charging them to free the Is-
raelites from the land of Egypt.

67 Exodus 6.13

k Gk Compare Syr Vg: Heb beaten, and the sin of your people—
l Traditional rendering of Heb El Shaddai—m Heb YHWH;
see note at 3.15—n Heb me? I am uncircumcised of lips—
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Read Ex 5.22–23. Can you imagine how
Moses must have felt? He did what

God told him to do, and things only got
worse for the Israelites. But Moses was
still able to talk to God, even if only to say,
“Why did you send me?”

Thomas Merton, a famous Trappist
monk and spiritual writer, knew that
Christians sometimes feel like Moses did:

The Christian
must have the courage
to follow Christ.
The Christian
who is risen in Christ
must dare
to be like Christ:
he must dare
to follow conscience
even in unpopular causes.
He must, if necessary,
be able to disagree with the majority
and make decisions
that he knows
to be according to the Gospel
and teaching of Christ,
even when others
do not understand
why he is acting this way.

(He Is Risen, p. 22)

The next time you are feeling a little
like Moses and wondering,Why me? try
this prayer:

Faithful God, help me to trust in you during
times of disappointment and disillusion.
I want to believe you are working in ways 
I cannot see. Please help my disbelief, for I
know that you will honor my best efforts
and make things come out right in the end.
Amen.

Ë Ex 5.22–23

Why Me?

this? 16 No straw is given to your servants, yet they
say to us, �Make bricks!� Look how your servants are
beaten! You are unjust to your own people.”k 17 He
said, “You are lazy, lazy; that is why you say, �Let us
go and sacrifice to the LORD.� 18 Go now, and work;
for no straw shall be given you, but you shall still
deliver the same number of bricks.” 19 The Israelite
supervisors saw that they were in trouble when they
were told, “You shall not lessen your daily number
of bricks.” 20 As they left Pharaoh, they came upon
Moses and Aaron who were waiting to meet them.
21 They said to them, “The LORD look upon you and
judge! You have brought us into bad odor with
Pharaoh and his officials, and have put a sword in
their hand to kill us.” 

22–Then Moses turned again to the LORD and
said, “O LORD, why have you mistreated this peo-
ple? Why did you ever send me? 23 Since I first came
to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has mistreat-
ed this people, and you have done nothing at all to
deliver your people.”

Israel’s Deliverance Assured 
(Ex 3.1—4.17)

6 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall
see what I will do to Pharaoh: Indeed, by a

mighty hand he will let them go; by a mighty hand
he will drive them out of his land.”

2–God also spoke to Moses and said to him: “I
am the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob as God Almighty,l but by my name �The
LORD�m I did not make myself known to them. 4 I
also established my covenant with them, to give
them the land of Cä�naan, the land in which they
resided as aliens. 5 I have also heard the groaning of
the Israelites whom the Egyptians are holding as
slaves, and I have remembered my covenant. 6 Say
therefore to the Israelites, �I am the LORD, and I will
free you from the burdens of the Egyptians and de-
liver you from slavery to them. I will redeem you
with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of
judgment. 7 I will take you as my people, and I will
be your God. You shall know that I am the LORD

your God, who has freed you from the burdens of
the Egyptians. 8 I will bring you into the land that I
swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; I will
give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.� ”
9 Moses told this to the Israelites; but they would
not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit
and their cruel slavery.

10–Then the LORD spoke to Moses, 11 “Go and
tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the Israelites go out
of his land.” 12 But Moses spoke to the LORD, “The
Israelites have not listened to me; how then shall
Pharaoh listen to me, poor speaker that I am?”n

13 Thus the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, and
gave them orders regarding the Israelites and Phar-
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The Israelite people had been slaves for
so long, they were discouraged and did

not believe Moses’ liberating message in
Ex 6.1–9. Moses probably sounded crazy
to them.The writer of Exodus reminds
us of God’s faithfulness to God’s promises
and that God’s plans cannot be stopped
by human weakness.We too may find it
hard to believe in God’s power in our life
when we feel burdened and oppressed,
especially over a long time.

In your prayer, reflect or journal on
the following questions and suggestion:
■ When do you find it hard to believe in

God’s promises?
■ What people do you know who find it

hard to accept God’s power in their
life?

■ What barriers are keeping them from
accepting God?

■ Make up your own prayer expressing
your desire to count on God’s
promises.

Ë Ex 6.1–9

You Promised, God

The Genealogy of Moses and Aaron 
(Gen 46.8–27)

14–The following are the heads of their ancestral
houses: the sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel:
Hä�noch, Pal�lü, Hez�ron, and Car�mï; these are the
families of Reuben. 15 The sons of Sim�ë&•on:
Je&•mü�el, Jä�min, Ö�had, Jä�chin, Zö�har, and
Shä�ül,o the son of a Cä�naan&•ïte woman; these are
the families of Sim�ë&•on. 16 The following are the
names of the sons of Levi according to their ge-
nealogies: Ger�shon,p Kö�hath, and Me&•rar�ï, and the
length of Levi�s life was one hundred thirty-seven
years. 17 The sons of Ger�shon:p Lib�nï and Shim�ë&•ï,
by their families. 18 The sons of Kö�hath: Am�ram,
Iz�har, Hë�bron, and Uz�zi&•el, and the length of
Kö�hath�s life was one hundred thirty three years.
19 The sons of Me&•rar�ï: Mah�lï and Mü�shï. These
are the families of the Lë�vïtes according to their ge-
nealogies. 20 Am�ram married Joch�e&•bed his fa-
ther�s sister and she bore him Aaron and Moses,
and the length of Am�ram�s life was one hundred
thirty-seven years. 21 The sons of Iz�har: Kö�rah,
Në�pheg, and Zich�rï. 22 The sons of Uz�zi&•el:
Mish�a&•el, El�za&•phan, and Sith�rï. 23 Aaron married

E&•lish�e&•ba, daughter of Am&•min�a&•dab and sister of
Nah�shon, and she bore him Nä�dab, A&•bï�hü,
El&•ë&•ä�zar, and Ith�a&•mar. 24 The sons of Kö�rah:
As�sir, El&•kä�nah, and A&•bï�a&•saph; these are the fam-
ilies of the Kö�ra&•hïtes. 25 Aaron�s son El&•ë&•ä�zar
married one of the daughters of Pü�ti&•el, and she
bore him Phin�e&•has. These are the heads of the an-
cestral houses of the Lë�vïtes by their families.

26–It was this same Aaron and Moses to whom
the LORD said, “Bring the Israelites out of the land
of Egypt, company by company.” 27 It was they
who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt to bring the Is-
raelites out of Egypt, the same Moses and Aaron.

Moses and Aaron Obey God’s Commands
28–On the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in

the land of Egypt, 29 he said to him, “I am the LORD;
tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I am speaking to
you.” 30 But Moses said in the LORD�s presence,
“Since I am a poor speaker,q why would Pharaoh
listen to me?” 

7 The LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made
you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother

Aaron shall be your prophet. 2 You shall speak all
that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall
tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go out of his land.
3 But I will harden Pharaoh�s heart, and I will mul-
tiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt.
4 When Pharaoh does not listen to you, I will lay
my hand upon Egypt and bring my people the Is-
raelites, company by company, out of the land of
Egypt by great acts of judgment. 5 The Egyptians
shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out
my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out
from among them.” 6 Moses and Aaron did so; they
did just as the LORD commanded them. 7 Moses
was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three when
they spoke to Pharaoh.

Aaron’s Miraculous Rod 
(Ex 4.1–5)

8–The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “When
Pharaoh says to you, �Perform a wonder,� then you
shall say to Aaron, �Take your staff and throw it
down before Pharaoh, and it will become a snake.� ”
10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did as
the LORD had commanded; Aaron threw down his
staff before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became
a snake. 11 Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men
and the sorcerers; and they also, the magicians of
Egypt, did the same by their secret arts. 12 Each one
threw down his staff, and they became snakes; but
Aaron�s staff swallowed up theirs. 13 Still Pharaoh�s
heart was hardened, and he would not listen to
them, as the LORD had said.
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The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood
14–Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh�s

heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go.
15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out
to the water; stand by at the river bank to meet him,
and take in your hand the staff that was turned into
a snake. 16 Say to him, �The LORD, the God of the
Hebrews, sent me to you to say, “Let my people go,
so that they may worship me in the wilderness.” But
until now you have not listened. 17 Thus says the
LORD, “By this you shall know that I am the LORD.”
See, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the
water that is in the Nile, and it shall be turned to
blood. 18 The fish in the river shall die, the river it-
self shall stink, and the Egyptians shall be unable to
drink water from the Nile.� ” 19 The LORD said to
Moses, “Say to Aaron, �Take your staff and stretch
out your hand over the waters of Egypt—over its
rivers, its canals, and its ponds, and all its pools of
water—so that they may become blood; and there
shall be blood throughout the whole land of Egypt,
even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.� ” 

20–Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD com-
manded. In the sight of Pharaoh and of his officials
he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the riv-
er, and all the water in the river was turned into
blood, 21 and the fish in the river died. The river
stank so that the Egyptians could not drink its wa-
ter, and there was blood throughout the whole land
of Egypt. 22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same
by their secret arts; so Pharaoh�s heart remained
hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the
LORD had said. 23 Pharaoh turned and went into his
house, and he did not take even this to heart.
24 And all the Egyptians had to dig along the Nile
for water to drink, for they could not drink the wa-
ter of the river.

25–Seven days passed after the LORD had struck
the Nile.

The Second Plague: Frogs

8 rThen the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Phar-
aoh and say to him, �Thus says the LORD: Let

my people go, so that they may worship me. 2 If
you refuse to let them go, I will plague your whole
country with frogs. 3 The river shall swarm with
frogs; they shall come up into your palace, into
your bedchamber and your bed, and into the 
houses of your officials and of your people,s and
into your ovens and your kneading bowls. 4 The
frogs shall come up on you and on your people
and on all your officials.� ” 5t And the LORD said to
Moses, “Say to Aaron, �Stretch out your hand with
your staff over the rivers, the canals, and the pools,

69 Exodus 8.5
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?Plagues and the Crossing
of the Red Sea
The writer of Exodus combines several
versions of what happened in describing
the ten plagues and the crossing of the
Red Sea. Like in a fine tapestry, the differ-
ent strands are carefully woven together
to produce a suspenseful story.When
Pharaoh refuses to let the Israelites go,
God sends ten plagues to convince Phar-
aoh to cooperate.The first nine plagues
are exaggerations of naturally occurring
events. For example, Exodus says that the
first plague is the water of the Nile turn-
ing to blood. At times, silt and microbes
pollute and redden the Nile, making the
water undrinkable.The Israelite people
see God at work in the miracuous timing
of these natural events.

Finally, God must resort to drastic
measures. For the tenth plague, God
sends the angel of death to kill the first-
born children of the Egyptians. Moses has
the Israelites mark their doorposts with
the blood of a lamb so that the angel of
death “passes over” their homes. Phar-
aoh is now eager to get rid of the Israel-
ites and releases them from service.They
gladly begin their journey to God’s
Promised Land.

After the Israelites leave, Pharaoh
regrets his decision and sends his army
after them. As the Egyptians close in,
the Israelites seem to be trapped at the
marshlands by the Red Sea (see map 2,
“The Exodus from Egypt”). Although the
prose version of this situation in Exodus,
chapter 14, and the poetic version in
chapter 15 differ in many details, both
stress that the Israelites are able to pass
through a section of wetlands that was
made nearly dry by a strong east wind.
The chariot wheels of the Egyptians get
stuck in the mud, and as the water re-
turns, they drown. Again, it is the timing
of God’s help that enables the miraculous
escape. God hears God’s people and sets
them free!

Ë Ex 7.1—14.31
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and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt.� ”
6 So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters
of Egypt; and the frogs came up and covered the
land of Egypt. 7 But the magicians did the same by
their secret arts, and brought frogs up on the land
of Egypt.

8–Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron, and
said, “Pray to the LORD to take away the frogs from
me and my people, and I will let the people go to
sacrifice to the LORD.” 9 Moses said to Pharaoh,
“Kindly tell me when I am to pray for you and for
your officials and for your people, that the frogs
may be removed from you and your houses and be
left only in the Nile.” 10 And he said, “Tomorrow.”
Moses said, “As you say! So that you may know that
there is no one like the LORD our God, 11 the frogs
shall leave you and your houses and your officials
and your people; they shall be left only in the Nile.”
12 Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh;
and Moses cried out to the LORD concerning the
frogs that he had brought upon Pharaoh.u 13 And
the LORD did as Moses requested: the frogs died in
the houses, the courtyards, and the fields. 14 And
they gathered them together in heaps, and the land
stank. 15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was a
respite, he hardened his heart, and would not listen
to them, just as the LORD had said.

The Third Plague: Gnats
16–Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron,

�Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the
earth, so that it may become gnats throughout the
whole land of Egypt.� ” 17 And they did so; Aaron
stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the
dust of the earth, and gnats came on humans and
animals alike; all the dust of the earth turned into
gnats throughout the whole land of Egypt. 18 The
magicians tried to produce gnats by their secret arts,
but they could not. There were gnats on both hu-
mans and animals. 19 And the magicians said to
Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God!” But Pharaoh�s
heart was hardened, and he would not listen to
them, just as the LORD had said.

The Fourth Plague: Flies
20–Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise early in

the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh,
as he goes out to the water, and say to him, �Thus
says the LORD: Let my people go, so that they may
worship me. 21 For if you will not let my people go,
I will send swarms of flies on you, your officials,
and your people, and into your houses; and the
houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms
of flies; so also the land where they live. 22 But on
that day I will set apart the land of Gö�shen, where
my people live, so that no swarms of flies shall be
there, that you may know that I the LORD am in this

land. 23 Thus I will make a distinctionv between my
people and your people. This sign shall appear to-
morrow.� ” 24 The LORD did so, and great swarms of
flies came into the house of Pharaoh and into his
officials� houses; in all of Egypt the land was ruined
because of the flies.

25–Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron,
and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God within the
land.” 26 But Moses said, “It would not be right to
do so; for the sacrifices that we offer to the LORD our
God are offensive to the Egyptians. If we offer in the
sight of the Egyptians sacrifices that are offensive to
them, will they not stone us? 27 We must go a three
days� journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the
LORD our God as he commands us.” 28 So Pharaoh
said, “I will let you go to sacrifice to the LORD your
God in the wilderness, provided you do not go very
far away. Pray for me.” 29 Then Moses said, “As
soon as I leave you, I will pray to the LORD that the
swarms of flies may depart tomorrow from Phar-
aoh, from his officials, and from his people; only
do not let Pharaoh again deal falsely by not letting
the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.” 

30–So Moses went out from Pharaoh and
prayed to the LORD. 31 And the LORD did as Moses
asked: he removed the swarms of flies from Phar-
aoh, from his officials, and from his people; not
one remained. 32 But Pharaoh hardened his heart
this time also, and would not let the people go.

The Fifth Plague: Livestock Diseased

9 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Phar-
aoh, and say to him, �Thus says the LORD, the

God of the Hebrews: Let my people go, so that they
may worship me. 2 For if you refuse to let them go
and still hold them, 3 the hand of the LORD will
strike with a deadly pestilence your livestock in the
field: the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds,
and the flocks. 4 But the LORD will make a distinc-
tion between the livestock of Israel and the live-
stock of Egypt, so that nothing shall die of all that
belongs to the Israelites.� ” 5 The LORD set a time,
saying, “Tomorrow the LORD will do this thing in
the land.” 6 And on the next day the LORD did so;
all the livestock of the Egyptians died, but of the
livestock of the Israelites not one died. 7 Pharaoh
inquired and found that not one of the livestock of
the Israelites was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh
was hardened, and he would not let the people go.

The Sixth Plague: Boils 
(Deut 28.27)

8–Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron,
“Take handfuls of soot from the kiln, and let Moses
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throw it in the air in the sight of Pharaoh. 9 It shall
become fine dust all over the land of Egypt, and
shall cause festering boils on humans and animals
throughout the whole land of Egypt.” 10 So they
took soot from the kiln, and stood before Pharaoh,
and Moses threw it in the air, and it caused fester-
ing boils on humans and animals. 11 The magicians
could not stand before Moses because of the boils,
for the boils afflicted the magicians as well as all the
Egyptians. 12 But the LORD hardened the heart of
Pharaoh, and he would not listen to them, just as
the LORD had spoken to Moses.

The Seventh Plague: Thunder and Hail
13–Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early

in the morning and present yourself before Phar-
aoh, and say to him, �Thus says the LORD, the God
of the Hebrews: Let my people go, so that they may
worship me. 14 For this time I will send all my
plagues upon you yourself, and upon your officials,
and upon your people, so that you may know that
there is no one like me in all the earth. 15 For by
now I could have stretched out my hand and struck
you and your people with pestilence, and you
would have been cut off from the earth. 16 But this
is why I have let you live: to show you my power,
and to make my name resound through all the
earth. 17 You are still exalting yourself against my
people, and will not let them go. 18 Tomorrow at
this time I will cause the heaviest hail to fall that
has ever fallen in Egypt from the day it was found-
ed until now. 19 Send, therefore, and have your live-
stock and everything that you have in the open field
brought to a secure place; every human or animal
that is in the open field and is not brought under
shelter will die when the hail comes down upon
them.� ” 20 Those officials of Pharaoh who feared
the word of the LORD hurried their slaves and live-
stock off to a secure place. 21 Those who did not re-
gard the word of the LORD left their slaves and
livestock in the open field.

22–The LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your
hand toward heaven so that hail may fall on the
whole land of Egypt, on humans and animals and
all the plants of the field in the land of Egypt.”
23 Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven,
and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire came
down on the earth. And the LORD rained hail on the
land of Egypt; 24 there was hail with fire flashing
continually in the midst of it, such heavy hail as had
never fallen in all the land of Egypt since it became
a nation. 25 The hail struck down everything that
was in the open field throughout all the land of
Egypt, both human and animal; the hail also struck
down all the plants of the field, and shattered every
tree in the field. 26 Only in the land of Gö�shen,
where the Israelites were, there was no hail.

27–Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron,
and said to them, “This time I have sinned; the
LORD is in the right, and I and my people are in the
wrong. 28 Pray to the LORD! Enough of God�s thun-
der and hail! I will let you go; you need stay no
longer.” 29 Moses said to him, “As soon as I have
gone out of the city, I will stretch out my hands to
the LORD; the thunder will cease, and there will be
no more hail, so that you may know that the earth
is the LORD�s. 30 But as for you and your officials, I
know that you do not yet fear the LORD God.”
31 (Now the flax and the barley were ruined, for the
barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud. 32 But
the wheat and the spelt were not ruined, for they
are late in coming up.) 33 So Moses left Pharaoh,
went out of the city, and stretched out his hands to
the LORD; then the thunder and the hail ceased, and
the rain no longer poured down on the earth. 34 But
when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and
the thunder had ceased, he sinned once more and
hardened his heart, he and his officials. 35 So the
heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he would not
let the Israelites go, just as the LORD had spoken
through Moses.

The Eighth Plague: Locusts 
(Joel 1.2–4)

10 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to
Pharaoh; for I have hardened his heart

and the heart of his officials, in order that I may
show these signs of mine among them, 2 and that
you may tell your children and grandchildren how
I have made fools of the Egyptians and what signs I
have done among them—so that you may know
that I am the LORD.”

3–So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and
said to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of the
Hebrews, �How long will you refuse to humble
yourself before me? Let my people go, so that they
may worship me. 4 For if you refuse to let my peo-
ple go, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your
country. 5 They shall cover the surface of the land,
so that no one will be able to see the land. They
shall devour the last remnant left you after the hail,
and they shall devour every tree of yours that grows
in the field. 6 They shall fill your houses, and the
houses of all your officials and of all the Egyp-
tians—something that neither your parents nor
your grandparents have seen, from the day they
came on earth to this day.� ” Then he turned and
went out from Pharaoh.

7–Pharaoh�s officials said to him, “How long
shall this fellow be a snare to us? Let the people go,
so that they may worship the LORD their God; do
you not yet understand that Egypt is ruined?” 8 So
Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh,
and he said to them, “Go, worship the LORD your
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God! But which ones are to go?” 9 Moses said, “We
will go with our young and our old; we will go with
our sons and daughters and with our flocks and
herds, because we have the LORD�s festival to cele-
brate.” 10 He said to them, “The LORD indeed will
be with you, if ever I let your little ones go with
you! Plainly, you have some evil purpose in mind.
11 No, never! Your men may go and worship the
LORD, for that is what you are asking.” And they
were driven out from Pharaoh�s presence.

12–Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out
your hand over the land of Egypt, so that the locusts
may come upon it and eat every plant in the land,
all that the hail has left.” 13 So Moses stretched out
his staff over the land of Egypt, and the LORD

brought an east wind upon the land all that day and
all that night; when morning came, the east wind
had brought the locusts. 14 The locusts came upon
all the land of Egypt and settled on the whole coun-
try of Egypt, such a dense swarm of locusts as had
never been before, nor ever shall be again. 15 They
covered the surface of the whole land, so that the
land was black; and they ate all the plants in the
land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail had
left; nothing green was left, no tree, no plant in the
field, in all the land of Egypt. 16 Pharaoh hurriedly
summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “I have
sinned against the LORD your God, and against you.
17 Do forgive my sin just this once, and pray to the
LORD your God that at the least he remove this
deadly thing from me.” 18 So he went out from
Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD. 19 The LORD

changed the wind into a very strong west wind,
which lifted the locusts and drove them into the
Red Sea;w not a single locust was left in all the coun-
try of Egypt. 20 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh�s
heart, and he would not let the Israelites go.

The Ninth Plague: Darkness
21–Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out

your hand toward heaven so that there may be
darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness that can
be felt.” 22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward
heaven, and there was dense darkness in all the
land of Egypt for three days. 23 People could not see
one another, and for three days they could not
move from where they were; but all the Israelites
had light where they lived. 24 Then Pharaoh sum-
moned Moses, and said, “Go, worship the LORD.
Only your flocks and your herds shall remain be-
hind. Even your children may go with you.” 25 But
Moses said, “You must also let us have sacrifices
and burnt offerings to sacrifice to the LORD our
God. 26 Our livestock also must go with us; not a
hoof shall be left behind, for we must choose some
of them for the worship of the LORD our God, and
we will not know what to use to worship the LORD

until we arrive there.” 27 But the LORD hardened
Pharaoh�s heart, and he was unwilling to let them
go. 28 Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from
me! Take care that you do not see my face again, for
on the day you see my face you shall die.” 29 Moses
said, “Just as you say! I will never see your face
again.”

Warning of the Final Plague 
(Ex 3.21–22; 12.35–36)

11 The LORD said to Moses, “I will bring one
more plague upon Pharaoh and upon

Egypt; afterwards he will let you go from here; in-
deed, when he lets you go, he will drive you away.
2 Tell the people that every man is to ask his neigh-
bor and every woman is to ask her neighbor for ob-
jects of silver and gold.” 3 The LORD gave the people
favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, Moses
himself was a man of great importance in the land
of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh�s officials and in
the sight of the people.

4–Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: About mid-
night I will go out through Egypt. 5 Every firstborn
in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of
Pharaoh who sits on his throne to the firstborn of
the female slave who is behind the handmill, and
all the firstborn of the livestock. 6 Then there will be
a loud cry throughout the whole land of Egypt,
such as has never been or will ever be again. 7 But
not a dog shall growl at any of the Israelites—not at
people, not at animals—so that you may know that
the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Is-
rael. 8 Then all these officials of yours shall come
down to me, and bow low to me, saying, �Leave us,
you and all the people who follow you.� After that I
will leave.” And in hot anger he left Pharaoh.

9–The LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not lis-
ten to you, in order that my wonders may be mul-
tiplied in the land of Egypt.” 10 Moses and Aaron
performed all these wonders before Pharaoh; but
the LORD hardened Pharaoh�s heart, and he did not
let the people of Israel go out of his land.

The First Passover Instituted 
(Num 9.1–14; Deut 16.1–8; Ezek 45.21–25)

12 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the
land of Egypt: 2 This month shall mark

for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first
month of the year for you. 3 Tell the whole congre-
gation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they
are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each
household. 4 If a household is too small for a
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in ob-
taining one; the lamb shall be divided in propor-
tion to the number of people who eat of it. 5 Your
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?The Passover
“Why is this night so different from all
other nights?” This question, asked by the
youngest member of the family, is part 
of the Jewish celebration of the Passover.
Jewish people continue to celebrate the
Passover today in fulfillment of Moses’
command,“You shall observe this rite as
a perpetual ordinance for you and your
children” (Ex 12.24).

The Passover is celebrated around 
a meal including lamb and unleavened
bread.The lamb recalls the Passover lamb
whose blood was placed on the doorpost
to protect the firstborn from the angel 
of death.The unleavened bread recalls
the haste in which the people prepared
to depart. Retelling the ancient story,
generations of Jews have remembered
that “night of nights” when the angel of
death passed over the Israelites’ houses
and struck down the firstborn of the
Egyptians. On that night, the people of
God were finally released from slavery.
Thus, Passover is a celebration of God’s
gift of freedom—a religious Independence
Day, so to speak.

It was during the Passover celebration
that Jesus had his farewell dinner (see 
Jn 13.1), placing himself as the paschal
sacrifice. Christians see Jesus as the new
Passover; through his death and Resur-
rection, we are finally liberated from all
bondage, including sin and death.

Ë Ex 12.14–28

lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male;
you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.
6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this
month; then the whole assembled congregation of
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They shall take
some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts
and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.
8 They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall
eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread
and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled
in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head,
legs, and inner organs. 10 You shall let none of it re-
main until the morning; anything that remains un-
til the morning you shall burn. 11 This is how you
shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat
it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12 For I
will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and
I will strike down every firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all 
the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the
LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will
pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you
when I strike the land of Egypt.

14–This day shall be a day of remembrance for
you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD;
throughout your generations you shall observe it as
a perpetual ordinance. 15 Seven days you shall eat
unleavened bread; on the first day you shall remove
leaven from your houses, for whoever eats leavened
bread from the first day until the seventh day shall
be cut off from Israel. 16 On the first day you shall
hold a solemn assembly, and on the seventh day a
solemn assembly; no work shall be done on those
days; only what everyone must eat, that alone may
be prepared by you. 17 You shall observe the festi-
val of unleavened bread, for on this very day I
brought your companies out of the land of Egypt:
you shall observe this day throughout your genera-
tions as a perpetual ordinance. 18 In the first
month, from the evening of the fourteenth day un-
til the evening of the twenty-first day, you shall eat
unleavened bread. 19 For seven days no leaven shall
be found in your houses; for whoever eats what is
leavened shall be cut off from the congregation of
Israel, whether an alien or a native of the land.
20 You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your settle-
ments you shall eat unleavened bread.

21–Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and
said to them, “Go, select lambs for your families,
and slaughter the passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of
hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and
touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the
blood in the basin. None of you shall go outside
the door of your house until morning. 23 For the
LORD will pass through to strike down the Egyp-

tians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and on
the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over that
door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your
houses to strike you down. 24 You shall observe this
rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your chil-
dren. 25 When you come to the land that the LORD

will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep
this observance. 26 And when your children ask
you, �What do you mean by this observance?� 27 you
shall say, �It is the passover sacrifice to the LORD, for
he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt,
when he struck down the Egyptians but spared our
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houses.� ” And the people bowed down and wor-
shiped.

28–The Israelites went and did just as the LORD

had commanded Moses and Aaron.

The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn 
(Ex 11.1–10)

29–At midnight the LORD struck down all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of
Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of
the prisoner who was in the dungeon, and all the
firstborn of the livestock. 30 Pharaoh arose in the
night, he and all his officials and all the Egyptians;
and there was a loud cry in Egypt, for there was not
a house without someone dead. 31 Then he sum-
moned Moses and Aaron in the night, and said,
“Rise up, go away from my people, both you and
the Israelites! Go, worship the LORD, as you said.
32 Take your flocks and your herds, as you said, and
be gone. And bring a blessing on me too!”

The Exodus: From Rameses to Succoth
33–The Egyptians urged the people to hasten

their departure from the land, for they said, “We
shall all be dead.” 34 So the people took their
dough before it was leavened, with their kneading
bowls wrapped up in their cloaks on their shoul-
ders. 35 The Israelites had done as Moses told them;
they had asked the Egyptians for jewelry of silver
and gold, and for clothing, 36 and the LORD had giv-
en the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so
that they let them have what they asked. And so
they plundered the Egyptians.

37–The Israelites journeyed from Ram�e&•sës to
Suc�coth, about six hundred thousand men on foot,
besides children. 38 A mixed crowd also went up
with them, and livestock in great numbers, both
flocks and herds. 39 They baked unleavened cakes
of the dough that they had brought out of Egypt; it
was not leavened, because they were driven out of
Egypt and could not wait, nor had they prepared
any provisions for themselves.

40–The time that the Israelites had lived in
Egypt was four hundred thirty years. 41 At the end
of four hundred thirty years, on that very day, all
the companies of the LORD went out from the land
of Egypt. 42 That was for the LORD a night of vigil,
to bring them out of the land of Egypt. That same
night is a vigil to be kept for the LORD by all the Is-
raelites throughout their generations.

Directions for the Passover 
(Gen 17.9–14; Ex 12.1–13)

43–The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: This is
the ordinance for the passover: no foreigner shall
eat of it, 44 but any slave who has been purchased
may eat of it after he has been circumcised; 45 no

bound or hired servant may eat of it. 46 It shall be
eaten in one house; you shall not take any of the
animal outside the house, and you shall not break
any of its bones. 47 The whole congregation of Is-
rael shall celebrate it. 48 If an alien who resides with
you wants to celebrate the passover to the LORD, all
his males shall be circumcised; then he may draw
near to celebrate it; he shall be regarded as a native
of the land. But no uncircumcised person shall eat
of it; 49 there shall be one law for the native and for
the alien who resides among you.

50–All the Israelites did just as the LORD had
commanded Moses and Aaron. 51 That very day the
LORD brought the Israelites out of the land of Egypt,
company by company.

13 The LORD said to Moses: 2 Consecrate to
me all the firstborn; whatever is the first

to open the womb among the Israelites, of human
beings and animals, is mine.

The Festival of Unleavened Bread 
(Ex 12.14–20)

3–Moses said to the people, “Remember this day
on which you came out of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery, because the LORD brought you out from
there by strength of hand; no leavened bread shall
be eaten. 4 Today, in the month of Ä�bib, you are go-
ing out. 5 When the LORD brings you into the land
of the Cä�naan&•ïtes, the Hit�tïtes, the Am�o•rïtes, the
Hï�vïtes, and the Jeb�ü&•sïtes, which he swore to your
ancestors to give you, a land flowing with milk and
honey, you shall keep this observance in this
month. 6 Seven days you shall eat unleavened
bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a festi-
val to the LORD. 7 Unleavened bread shall be eaten
for seven days; no leavened bread shall be seen in
your possession, and no leaven shall be seen among
you in all your territory. 8 You shall tell your child
on that day, �It is because of what the LORD did for
me when I came out of Egypt.� 9 It shall serve for you
as a sign on your hand and as a reminder on your
forehead, so that the teaching of the LORD may be
on your lips; for with a strong hand the LORD

brought you out of Egypt. 10 You shall keep this or-
dinance at its proper time from year to year.

The Consecration of the Firstborn
11–“When the LORD has brought you into the

land of the Cä�naan&•ïtes, as he swore to you and
your ancestors, and has given it to you, 12 you shall
set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb.
All the firstborn of your livestock that are males
shall be the LORD�s. 13 But every firstborn donkey
you shall redeem with a sheep; if you do not redeem
it, you must break its neck. Every firstborn male
among your children you shall redeem. 14 When in
the future your child asks you, �What does this
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mean?� you shall answer, �By strength of hand the
LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of
slavery. 15 When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let
us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, from human firstborn to the firstborn of ani-
mals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD every male
that first opens the womb, but every firstborn of my
sons I redeem.� 16 It shall serve as a sign on your
hand and as an emblemx on your forehead that by
strength of hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt.”

The Pillars of Cloud and Fire 
(Ex 40.34–38; Num 9.15–23; 1 Kings 8.10–11)

17–When Pharaoh let the people go, God did
not lead them by way of the land of the
Phi&•lis�tines, although that was nearer; for God
thought, “If the people face war, they may change
their minds and return to Egypt.” 18 So God led the
people by the roundabout way of the wilderness to-
ward the Red Sea.y The Israelites went up out of the

land of Egypt prepared for battle. 19 And Moses
took with him the bones of Joseph who had re-
quired a solemn oath of the Israelites, saying, “God
will surely take notice of you, and then you must
carry my bones with you from here.” 20 They set out
from Suc�coth, and camped at Ë�tham, on the edge
of the wilderness. 21 The LORD went in front of
them in a pillar of cloud by day, to lead them along
the way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them
light, so that they might travel by day and by night.
22 Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar
of fire by night left its place in front of the people.

Crossing the Red Sea

14 Then the LORD said to Moses: 2 Tell the
Israelites to turn back and camp in front

of Pï-ha&•hï�roth, between Mig�döl and the sea, in
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LOOK TO THE HILLS

An African American theology professor tells a story about two Israelites who, while crossing
the Red Sea, kept looking down at their feet. One said:“Look at my feet.They're covered with
mud.This is some fine mess that Moses led us into.” They crossed the sea without ever looking
up.They never saw the sea parted on either side. As they wiped the mud from their feet and
garments, they completely missed the sea's closing and the Egyptians’ being swallowed up at
God's command!

Although it seems like it would have been impossible to miss something so fantastic as the
parting of the Red Sea, it is sometimes easy to focus so much on the negative that the positive is
missed. Some people—especially those facing oppression, rejection, injustice, and hardship—
keep looking down and miss seeing God's power and their own talents and gifts. Looking down
can almost become second nature, poisoning a person’s whole attitude. People can waste a lot
of time looking down at life's struggles and never looking up.

Brothers and sisters, the resurrected Christ has won victory for all, for people of every race
and culture—so look up! Keep your eyes on the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Remember the hopeful words in Psalm 121.1–2:

I lift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?

My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.

What do you do when self-doubt and negativity tempt you to keep looking down? How can
you encourage others when it seems that the injustices and struggles of life have beaten them
down?

Ë Ex 14.1–31
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front of Bä�al-zë�phon; you shall camp opposite it,
by the sea. 3 Pharaoh will say of the Israelites, “They
are wandering aimlessly in the land; the wilderness
has closed in on them.” 4 I will harden Pharaoh�s
heart, and he will pursue them, so that I will gain
glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army; and
the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD. And
they did so.

5–When the king of Egypt was told that the peo-
ple had fled, the minds of Pharaoh and his officials
were changed toward the people, and they said,
“What have we done, letting Israel leave our ser-
vice?” 6 So he had his chariot made ready, and took
his army with him; 7 he took six hundred picked
chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with of-
ficers over all of them. 8 The LORD hardened the
heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt and he pursued the
Israelites, who were going out boldly. 9 The Egyp-
tians pursued them, all Pharaoh�s horses and chari-
ots, his chariot drivers and his army; they overtook
them camped by the sea, by Pï-ha&•hï�roth, in front
of Bä�al-zë�phon.

10–As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked
back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the
LORD. 11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there
were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us
away to die in the wilderness? What have you done
to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the
very thing we told you in Egypt, �Let us alone and
let us serve the Egyptians�? For it would have been
better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
wilderness.” 13 But Moses said to the people, “Do
not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance
that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the
Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see
again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have
only to keep still.” 

15–Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you
cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward.
16 But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your
hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites
may go into the sea on dry ground. 17 Then I will
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will
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LIVE IT!
Many centuries before Christ, the Israelites migrated to Egypt from Canaan,
seeking food because of an extreme drought in their land.The Egyptians, taking
advantage of the Israelites’ need for food and shelter, set taskmasters to rule
over them and made their lives bitter with hard service.

■ Have you, your family, or your people ever experienced oppression through forced
labor?

■ Are you aware of situations in which people are being oppressed or exploited because
of their immigrant status, their educational level, or their need for food and shelter?

■ Pray for God’s liberating power, and ask God to give you the strength to fight unjust
situations and oppression.

The Israelite people groaned under their slavery and asked God for help. God
responded to their plight and sent Moses to lead them into freedom. But they needed to
overcome their fear of the unknown future and to step out in trust.Their liberation was
accomplished when they responded to God’s initiative to free themselves from a life of
bondage.To be free, we must first be willing to admit that we are enslaved to something.
■ What types of oppression or pressures have taken away your freedom to live according

to God’s will?
■ How can your community help young people to recognize when they are enslaved by

social and peer pressures?
■ Pray with Psalm 54 to ask for God’s help in your struggle. Or pray with Psalm 146 to

praise and thank God for liberation that you have experienced.

Ë Ex 14.1–31
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T he Song at the Sea in Ex 15.1–21 is
probably the oldest writing in the

Bible. It is an example of how the Israelite
people put stories of God’s mighty deeds
into song so that they could be remem-
bered and passed on from generation to
generation.

Verses 20–21 tell us that the prophet-
ess Miriam led the prayer—singing and
dancing. Miriam was Moses and Aaron’s
sister.The three of them formed a leader-
ship team. Many biblical scholars believe
that she may be the author of the song.
This is one of the few biblical stories that
clearly show a woman serving as a prayer
leader.

Ë Ex 15.1–21

Miriam Leads 
the People in Praise

go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself
over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his
chariot drivers. 18 And the Egyptians shall know
that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for
myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot
drivers.” 

19–The angel of God who was going before the
Israelite army moved and went behind them; and
the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and
took its place behind them. 20 It came between the
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the
cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 
the night; one did not come near the other all night.

21–Then Moses stretched out his hand over the
sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land;
and the waters were divided. 22 The Israelites went
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a
wall for them on their right and on their left. 23 The
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after
them, all of Pharaoh�s horses, chariots, and chariot
drivers. 24 At the morning watch the LORD in the
pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into
panic. 25 He cloggedz their chariot wheels so that
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let
us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting
for them against Egypt.”

The Pursuers Drowned
26–Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out

your hand over the sea, so that the water may come
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and
chariot drivers.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its
normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the
LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The wa-
ters returned and covered the chariots and the char-
iot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea; not one of them re-
mained. 29 But the Israelites walked on dry ground
through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them
on their right and on their left.

30–Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the
Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that the LORD

did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the
LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant
Moses.

The Song of Moses 
(Ex 14.13–14; Ps 78.12–14)

15 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this
song to the LORD:

“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed
gloriously;

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.
2 The LORD is my strength and my might,a

and he has become my salvation;
this is my God, and I will praise him,

my father�s God, and I will exalt him.
3 The LORD is a warrior;

the LORD is his name.

4 “Pharaoh�s chariots and his army he cast into
the sea;

his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea.b
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5 The floods covered them;
they went down into the depths like a stone.

6 Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power—
your right hand, O LORD, shattered the

enemy.
7 In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew

your adversaries;
you sent out your fury, it consumed them

like stubble.
8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up,

the floods stood up in a heap; 
the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.

9 The enemy said, �I will pursue, I will overtake,
I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have

its fill of them.
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I will draw my sword, my hand shall
destroy them.�

10 You blew with your wind, the sea covered
them;

they sank like lead in the mighty waters.

11 “Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods?
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 
awesome in splendor, doing wonders?

12 You stretched out your right hand,
the earth swallowed them.

13 “In your steadfast love you led the people
whom you redeemed;

you guided them by your strength to your
holy abode.

14 The peoples heard, they trembled;
pangs seized the inhabitants of Phi&•lis�ti&•a.

15 Then the chiefs of Ë�dom were dismayed;
trembling seized the leaders of Mö�ab; 
all the inhabitants of Cä�naan melted 

away.
16 Terror and dread fell upon them;

by the might of your arm, they became still
as a stone

until your people, O LORD, passed by,
until the people whom you acquired 

passed by.
17 You brought them in and planted them on the

mountain of your own possession,
the place, O LORD, that you made your

abode, 
the sanctuary, O LORD, that your hands

have established.
18 The LORD will reign forever and ever.” 

19–When the horses of Pharaoh with his chari-
ots and his chariot drivers went into the sea, the
LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon
them; but the Israelites walked through the sea on
dry ground.

The Song of Miriam 
(Num 26.59)

20–Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron�s sister,
took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women
went out after her with tambourines and with danc-
ing. 21 And Miriam sang to them:

“Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed
gloriously;

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”

Bitter Water Made Sweet
22–Then Moses ordered Israel to set out from

the Red Sea,c and they went into the wilderness of
Shur. They went three days in the wilderness and
found no water. 23 When they came to Mar�ah, they
could not drink the water of Mar�ah because it was

bitter. That is why it was called Mar�ah.d 24 And the
people complained against Moses, saying, “What
shall we drink?” 25 He cried out to the LORD; and
the LORD showed him a piece of wood;e he threw it
into the water, and the water became sweet. 

There the LORD f made for them a statute and an
ordinance and there he put them to the test. 26 He
said, “If you will listen carefully to the voice of the
LORD your God, and do what is right in his sight,
and give heed to his commandments and keep all
his statutes, I will not bring upon you any of the
diseases that I brought upon the Egyptians; for I am
the LORD who heals you.” 

27–Then they came to Ë�lim, where there were
twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees; and
they camped there by the water.

Bread from Heaven

16 The whole congregation of the Israelites
set out from Ë�lim; and Israel came to the

wilderness of Sin, which is between Ë�lim and Sinai,
on the fifteenth day of the second month after they
had departed from the land of Egypt. 2 The whole
congregation of the Israelites complained against
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites
said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of
the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the
fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have
brought us out into this wilderness to kill this
whole assembly with hunger.” 

4–Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to
rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the
people shall go out and gather enough for that day.
In that way I will test them, whether they will fol-
low my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, when
they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as
much as they gather on other days.” 6 So Moses and
Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you
shall know that it was the LORD who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning
you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has
heard your complaining against the LORD. For what
are we, that you complain against us?” 8 And Moses
said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the
evening and your fill of bread in the morning, be-
cause the LORD has heard the complaining that you
utter against him—what are we? Your complaining
is not against us but against the LORD.” 

9–Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole
congregation of the Israelites, �Draw near to the
LORD, for he has heard your complaining.� ” 10 And
as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Is-
raelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and 
the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 The
LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12 “I have heard the
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complaining of the Israelites; say to them, �At twi-
light you shall eat meat, and in the morning you
shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know
that I am the LORD your God.� ” 

13–In the evening quails came up and covered
the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of
dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew
lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a
fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground.
15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one an-
other, “What is it?”g For they did not know what it
was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the
LORD has given you to eat. 16 This is what the LORD

has commanded: �Gather as much of it as each of
you needs, an omer to a person according to the
number of persons, all providing for those in their
own tents.� ” 17 The Israelites did so, some gather-
ing more, some less. 18 But when they measured it
with an omer, those who gathered much had noth-
ing over, and those who gathered little had no
shortage; they gathered as much as each of them
needed. 19 And Moses said to them, “Let no one
leave any of it over until morning.” 20 But they did
not listen to Moses; some left part of it until morn-
ing, and it bred worms and became foul. And
Moses was angry with them. 21 Morning by morn-
ing they gathered it, as much as each needed; but
when the sun grew hot, it melted.

22–On the sixth day they gathered twice as
much food, two omers apiece. When all the leaders
of the congregation came and told Moses, 23 he said
to them, “This is what the LORD has commanded:
�Tomorrow is a day of solemn rest, a holy sabbath
to the LORD; bake what you want to bake and boil
what you want to boil, and all that is left over put
aside to be kept until morning.� ” 24 So they put it
aside until morning, as Moses commanded them;
and it did not become foul, and there were no

worms in it. 25 Moses said, “Eat it today, for today
is a sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it
in the field. 26 Six days you shall gather it; but on
the seventh day, which is a sabbath, there will be
none.” 

27–On the seventh day some of the people went
out to gather, and they found none. 28 The LORD said
to Moses, “How long will you refuse to keep my
commandments and instructions? 29 See! The LORD

has given you the sabbath, therefore on the sixth day
he gives you food for two days; each of you stay
where you are; do not leave your place on the sev-
enth day.” 30 So the people rested on the seventh day.

31–The house of Israel called it manna; it was
like coriander seed, white, and the taste of it was
like wafers made with honey. 32 Moses said, “This is
what the LORD has commanded: �Let an omer of it
be kept throughout your generations, in order that
they may see the food with which I fed you in the
wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of
Egypt.� ” 33 And Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar,
and put an omer of manna in it, and place it before
the LORD, to be kept throughout your generations.”
34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron placed
it before the covenant,h for safekeeping. 35 The Is-
raelites ate manna forty years, until they came to a
habitable land; they ate manna, until they came to
the border of the land of Cä�naan. 36 An omer is a
tenth of an ephah.

Water from the Rock 
(Num 20.1–13)

17 From the wilderness of Sin the whole
congregation of the Israelites journeyed

by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at
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LIVE IT!
It’s so easy to complain, isn’t it? As soon as things aren’t quite the way we would
like, we start fussing and whining and grumbling.We have all done it.We are no
different from the Israelites who, despite having just been miraculously delivered
from slavery, start complaining after a few days in the wilderness.“Why,” they

ask,“would God lead us through the Red Sea only to let us die of hunger?”
Perspective. Faith.That’s what it takes. Once we have been through a crisis or spent

time in a place where people are truly poor and hungry, we gain a perspective on our own
culture, on our own tendency to want everything just the way we like it and as soon as
possible.The next time we hear ourselves complaining about something, let’s pause and try
to see a bigger picture, perhaps the one that God sees.Then we can ask ourselves, Is this
really worth complaining about?

Ë Ex 16.1–3

!Those Whiny Israelites
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Reph�i&•dim, but there was no water for the people
to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses, and
said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them,
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the
LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water;
and the people complained against Moses and said,
“Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and
our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses
cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The
LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people,
and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take
in your hand the staff with which you struck the
Nile, and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of
you on the rock at Hö�reb. Strike the rock, and wa-
ter will come out of it, so that the people may
drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Is-
rael. 7 He called the place Mas�sahi and Mer�i&•bah,j

because the Israelites quarreled and tested the
LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

Amalek Attacks Israel and Is Defeated 
(Gen 14.7; Num 13.29; 14.25)

8–Then Am�a&•lek came and fought with Israel at
Reph�i&•dim. 9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some

men for us and go out, fight with Am�a&•lek. Tomor-
row I will stand on the top of the hill with the 
staff of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses
told him, and fought with Am�a&•lek, while Moses,
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.
11 Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel pre-
vailed; and whenever he lowered his hand, Am�-
a&•lek prevailed. 12 But Moses� hands grew weary; so
they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat
on it. Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one
side, and the other on the other side; so his hands
were steady until the sun set. 13 And Joshua defeat-
ed Am�a&•lek and his people with the sword.

14–Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this as
a reminder in a book and recite it in the hearing of
Joshua: I will utterly blot out the remembrance of
Am�a&•lek from under heaven.” 15 And Moses built
an altar and called it, The LORD is my banner. 16 He
said, “A hand upon the banner of the LORD!k The
LORD will have war with Am�a&•lek from generation
to generation.”

Exodus 17.2 80

i That is Test—j That is Quarrel—k Cn: Meaning of Heb
uncertain—

E
X

MANNA AND RICE

Rice is the symbol of our life
We eat rice daily
There are different kinds of rice
But we are one
as the rice-eating community
Rice is the symbol of celebration
We express our joy of harvest with it
There are many sufferings in Asia
but we anticipate the time of cosmic celebration.

(From Maren C.Tirabassi and Kathy Wonson Eddy, editors,
Gifts of Many Cultures, p. 186)

This poem from Japan by Masao and Fumiko Takenaka expresses their appreciation for rice, the
most basic food of the Japanese. It unites them as a people and reminds them to be joyful. In a
similar way, Exodus tells how the gift of manna united the Israelites and gave them a reason for
celebration despite their many trials.What foods unite you and your friends? family? culture?
What connections do you see between manna, rice, and the Eucharist?

Ë Ex 16.1–36
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Jethro’s Advice 
(Deut 1.9–18)

18 Jeth�rö, the priest of Mid�i&•an, Moses� 
father-in-law, heard of all that God had

done for Moses and for his people Israel, how the
LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt. 2 After Moses
had sent away his wife Zip&•pö�rah, his father-in-law

Jeth�rö took her back, 3 along with her two sons.
The name of the one was Ger�shom (for he said, “I
have been an alienl in a foreign land”), 4 and the
name of the other, El&•i&•ë�zerm (for he said, “The God
of my father was my help, and delivered me from
the sword of Pharaoh”). 5 Jeth�rö, Moses� father-in-
law, came into the wilderness where Moses was en-
camped at the mountain of God, bringing Moses�
sons and wife to him. 6 He sent word to Moses, “I,
your father-in-law Jeth�rö, am coming to you, with
your wife and her two sons.” 7 Moses went out to
meet his father-in-law; he bowed down and kissed
him; each asked after the other�s welfare, and they
went into the tent. 8 Then Moses told his father-in-
law all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh and to
the Egyptians for Israel�s sake, all the hardship that
had beset them on the way, and how the LORD had
delivered them. 9 Jeth�rö rejoiced for all the good
that the LORD had done to Israel, in delivering them
from the Egyptians.

10–Jeth�rö said, “Blessed be the LORD, who has
delivered you from the Egyptians and from Phar-
aoh. 11 Now I know that the LORD is greater than all
gods, because he delivered the people from the
Egyptians,n when they dealt arrogantly with them.”
12 And Jeth�rö, Moses� father-in-law, brought a
burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and Aaron
came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with
Moses� father-in-law in the presence of God.

13–The next day Moses sat as judge for the peo-
ple, while the people stood around him from
morning until evening. 14 When Moses� father-in-
law saw all that he was doing for the people, he

81 Exodus 18.14
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During the battle against Amalek,
Moses’ outstretched arms could be

understood as a prayer of support for the
Israelites. It was an effective prayer, too,
because as long as he was able to main-
tain it, the Israelites were winning.When
he could not maintain the prayer by him-
self,Aaron and Hur helped.

Prayer makes a difference. Research
has shown that prayer helps people’s
emotional and physical health and heal-
ing, though it cannot explain why. Spiritu-
al energy is a proven, powerful force.

Prayer doesn’t even need words.To
hold someone in prayer, just think of the
person, and quietly take his or her pain
or joy into your heart.

Ë Ex 17.8–16

Prayer in Support 
of Others

LIVE IT!
Was Moses a workaholic (see Ex 18.18)? Maybe he just found himself suddenly
overwhelmed by too many responsibilities. Fortunately for Moses, he had a wise
father-in-law who could see an alternative that Moses could not see—or maybe
did not want to see.

What person in this story do you feel most like?
■ Moses, surrounded by people clamoring for your attention
■ Jethro, concerned about Moses but able to offer some advice
■ one of the people, hoping that Moses has a few minutes to listen to your problem
■ one of the trustworthy judges, chosen by Moses to make sure that the Israelites experi-

ence justice in all their day-to-day business

When leaders share responsibility, they are saying to other people,“I trust you, we’re
in this together, and you are needed.” When you are in a leadership position, remember
Jethro’s advice to Moses, and don’t be a lone ranger; ask others to help!

Ë Ex 18.13–26

!Sharing Responsibility
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said, “What is this that you are doing for the peo-
ple? Why do you sit alone, while all the people
stand around you from morning until evening?”
15 Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the peo-
ple come to me to inquire of God. 16 When they
have a dispute, they come to me and I decide be-
tween one person and another, and I make known
to them the statutes and instructions of God.”
17 Moses� father-in-law said to him, “What you are
doing is not good. 18 You will surely wear yourself
out, both you and these people with you. For the
task is too heavy for you; you cannot do it alone.
19 Now listen to me. I will give you counsel, and
God be with you! You should represent the people
before God, and you should bring their cases before
God; 20 teach them the statutes and instructions
and make known to them the way they are to go
and the things they are to do. 21 You should also
look for able men among all the people, men who
fear God, are trustworthy, and hate dishonest gain;
set such men over them as officers over thousands,
hundreds, fifties, and tens. 22 Let them sit as judges
for the people at all times; let them bring every im-
portant case to you, but decide every minor case
themselves. So it will be easier for you, and they
will bear the burden with you. 23 If you do this, and
God so commands you, then you will be able to en-
dure, and all these people will go to their home in
peace.” 

24–So Moses listened to his father-in-law and
did all that he had said. 25 Moses chose able men
from all Israel and appointed them as heads over
the people, as officers over thousands, hundreds,
fifties, and tens. 26 And they judged the people at all
times; hard cases they brought to Moses, but any
minor case they decided themselves. 27 Then Moses
let his father-in-law depart, and he went off to his
own country.

The Israelites Reach Mount Sinai

19 On the third new moon after the Is-
raelites had gone out of the land of

Egypt, on that very day, they came into the wilder-
ness of Sinai. 2 They had journeyed from
Reph�i&•dim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in
front of the mountain. 3 Then Moses went up to
God; the LORD called to him from the mountain,
saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob,
and tell the Israelites: 4 You have seen what I did to
the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles� wings
and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be
my treasured possession out of all the peoples. In-
deed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall be for
me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are
the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 

7–So Moses came, summoned the elders of the
people, and set before them all these words that the
LORD had commanded him. 8 The people all an-
swered as one: “Everything that the LORD has spo-
ken we will do.” Moses reported the words of the
people to the LORD. 9 Then the LORD said to Moses,
“I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, in or-
der that the people may hear when I speak with you
and so trust you ever after.” 

The People Consecrated
When Moses had told the words of the people

to the LORD, 10 the LORD said to Moses: “Go to the
people and consecrate them today and tomorrow.
Have them wash their clothes 11 and prepare for
the third day, because on the third day the LORD

will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of
all the people. 12 You shall set limits for the people
all around, saying, �Be careful not to go up the
mountain or to touch the edge of it. Any who
touch the mountain shall be put to death. 13 No
hand shall touch them, but they shall be stoned or
shot with arrows;o whether animal or human be-
ing, they shall not live.� When the trumpet sounds
a long blast, they may go up on the mountain.”
14 So Moses went down from the mountain to the
people. He consecrated the people, and they
washed their clothes. 15 And he said to the people,
“Prepare for the third day; do not go near a
woman.” 

16–On the morning of the third day there was
thunder and lightning, as well as a thick cloud on
the mountain, and a blast of a trumpet so loud that
all the people who were in the camp trembled.
17 Moses brought the people out of the camp to
meet God. They took their stand at the foot of the
mountain. 18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in
smoke, because the LORD had descended upon it in
fire; the smoke went up like the smoke of a kiln,
while the whole mountain shook violently. 19 As
the blast of the trumpet grew louder and louder,
Moses would speak and God would answer him in
thunder. 20 When the LORD descended upon Mount
Sinai, to the top of the mountain, the LORD sum-
moned Moses to the top of the mountain, and
Moses went up. 21 Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Go down and warn the people not to break
through to the LORD to look; otherwise many of
them will perish. 22 Even the priests who approach
the LORD must consecrate themselves or the LORD

will break out against them.” 23 Moses said to the
LORD, “The people are not permitted to come up to
Mount Sinai; for you yourself warned us, saying,
�Set limits around the mountain and keep it holy.� ”
24 The LORD said to him, “Go down, and come up

Exodus 18.15 82
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?The Ten Commandments
The Covenant God made with the Is-
raelites is often called the Sinai Covenant.
The Ten Commandments are a handy
summary of the Sinai Covenant—literally
handy because they can be counted off
on one’s fingers. Because the Command-
ments are short (so short that they are
sometimes called the Ten Words) and
most of them begin with a similar phrase
(“You shall not”), they are easily commit-
ted to memory.The ancient Israelites
believed that everyone had to know and
observe these basic rules if God’s people
were to live together in peace and securi-
ty.Today, three major world religions—
Jewish, Christian, and Islamic—continue
to revere the Ten Commandments as ba-
sic building blocks of human community.

For the ancient Israelites, the Ten
Commandments covered specific behav-
iors that made them different from the
neighboring cultures. Over the centuries,
Christians have applied the moral princi-
ples of the Ten Commandments to many
other moral questions. In fact, the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church presents the
Ten Commandments as the structure for
teaching about many moral issues. For
Jesus’ teaching on the Commandments,
see Mt 5.1—7.29; 22.34–40; Mk 12.28–34.

Ë Ex 20.1–17

bringing Aaron with you; but do not let either the
priests or the people break through to come up to
the LORD; otherwise he will break out against
them.” 25 So Moses went down to the people and
told them.

The Ten Commandments 
(Deut 5.1–22)

20 Then God spoke all these words:
2–I am the LORD your God, who brought

you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before p

me.
4–You shall not make for yourself an idol,

whether in the form of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow
down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your
God am a jealous God, punishing children for the
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth gen-
eration of those who reject me, 6 but showing
steadfast love to the thousandth generationq of
those who love me and keep my commandments.

7–You shall not make wrongful use of the name
of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit
anyone who misuses his name.

8–Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.
9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work.
10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your
God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or
your daughter, your male or female slave, your live-
stock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in
six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day;
therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and
consecrated it.

12–Honor your father and your mother, so that
your days may be long in the land that the LORD

your God is giving you.
13–You shall not murder.r

14–You shall not commit adultery.
15–You shall not steal.
16–You shall not bear false witness against your

neighbor.
17–You shall not covet your neighbor�s house;

you shall not covet your neighbor�s wife, or male or
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that be-
longs to your neighbor.

18–When all the people witnessed the thunder
and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the
mountain smoking, they were afraids and trembled
and stood at a distance, 19 and said to Moses, “You
speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God
speak to us, or we will die.” 20 Moses said to the
people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only
to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so
that you do not sin.” 21 Then the people stood at a

distance, while Moses drew near to the thick dark-
ness where God was.

The Law concerning the Altar
22–The LORD said to Moses: Thus you shall say

to the Israelites: “You have seen for yourselves that
I spoke with you from heaven. 23 You shall not
make gods of silver alongside me, nor shall you
make for yourselves gods of gold. 24 You need make
for me only an altar of earth and sacrifice on it your
burnt offerings and your offerings of well-being,

83 Exodus 20.24
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TheTEN
Commandments
1

2
3

4
5 6

7
8

9&10

1 I am the LORD your God . . . you shall have no other
gods before me. 2 You shall not make wrongful use
of the name of the LORD your God. 3 Remember the
sabbath day, and keep it holy. 4 Honor your father
and your mother. 5 You shall not murder. 6 You
shall not commit adultery. 7 You shall not steal.
8 You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbor. 9&10 You shall not covet your neighbor's
house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife . . . or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

your sheep and your oxen; in every place where I
cause my name to be remembered I will come to
you and bless you. 25 But if you make for me an al-
tar of stone, do not build it of hewn stones; for if
you use a chisel upon it you profane it. 26 You shall
not go up by steps to my altar, so that your naked-
ness may not be exposed on it.”

The Law concerning Slaves 
(Deut 15.12–18)

21 These are the ordinances that you shall
set before them:

2–When you buy a male Hebrew slave, he shall
serve six years, but in the seventh he shall go out a
free person, without debt. 3 If he comes in single,
he shall go out single; if he comes in married, then

his wife shall go out with him. 4 If his master gives
him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the
wife and her children shall be her master�s and he
shall go out alone. 5 But if the slave declares, “I love
my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go
out a free person,” 6 then his master shall bring him
before God.t He shall be brought to the door or the
doorpost; and his master shall pierce his ear with
an awl; and he shall serve him for life.

7–When a man sells his daughter as a slave, she
shall not go out as the male slaves do. 8 If she does
not please her master, who designated her for him-
self, then he shall let her be redeemed; he shall have
no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has

Exodus 20.25 84
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dealt unfairly with her. 9 If he designates her for his
son, he shall deal with her as with a daughter. 10 If
he takes another wife to himself, he shall not di-
minish the food, clothing, or marital rights of the
first wife.u 11 And if he does not do these three
things for her, she shall go out without debt, with-
out payment of money.

The Law concerning Violence
12–Whoever strikes a person mortally shall be

put to death. 13 If it was not premeditated, but
came about by an act of God, then I will appoint for
you a place to which the killer may flee. 14 But if
someone willfully attacks and kills another by
treachery, you shall take the killer from my altar for
execution.

15–Whoever strikes father or mother shall be
put to death.

16–Whoever kidnaps a person, whether that
person has been sold or is still held in possession,
shall be put to death.

17–Whoever curses father or mother shall be put
to death.

18–When individuals quarrel and one strikes
the other with a stone or fist so that the injured par-
ty, though not dead, is confined to bed, 19 but re-
covers and walks around outside with the help of a
staff, then the assailant shall be free of liability, ex-
cept to pay for the loss of time, and to arrange for
full recovery.

20–When a slaveowner strikes a male or female
slave with a rod and the slave dies immediately, the
owner shall be punished. 21 But if the slave survives
a day or two, there is no punishment; for the slave
is the owner�s property.

22–When people who are fighting injure a preg-
nant woman so that there is a miscarriage, and yet
no further harm follows, the one responsible shall

be fined what the woman�s husband demands, pay-
ing as much as the judges determine. 23 If any harm
follows, then you shall give life for life, 24 eye for
eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
25 burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.

26–When a slaveowner strikes the eye of a male
or female slave, destroying it, the owner shall let the
slave go, a free person, to compensate for the eye.
27 If the owner knocks out a tooth of a male or fe-
male slave, the slave shall be let go, a free person, to
compensate for the tooth.

Laws concerning Property
28–When an ox gores a man or a woman to

death, the ox shall be stoned, and its flesh shall not
be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall not be liable.
29 If the ox has been accustomed to gore in the past,
and its owner has been warned but has not re-
strained it, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox
shall be stoned, and its owner also shall be put to
death. 30 If a ransom is imposed on the owner, then
the owner shall pay whatever is imposed for the re-
demption of the victim�s life. 31 If it gores a boy or
a girl, the owner shall be dealt with according to
this same rule. 32 If the ox gores a male or female
slave, the owner shall pay to the slaveowner thirty
shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.

33–If someone leaves a pit open, or digs a pit
and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls
into it, 34 the owner of the pit shall make restitu-
tion, giving money to its owner, but keeping the
dead animal.

35–If someone�s ox hurts the ox of another, so
that it dies, then they shall sell the live ox and di-
vide the price of it; and the dead animal they shall
also divide. 36 But if it was known that the ox was

85 Exodus 21.36
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LIVE IT!
God gave the Israelites the Ten Commandments, which united them and required
from them certain attitudes and behaviors toward God and their fellow Israelites.
Obedience to the Commandments became the sign of faithfulness to the Cov-
enant with God. Later, the prophets again and again held the Israelites account-

able for this Covenant, calling them to repent and reconcile with God when they disobeyed
God’s Law.

The Ten Commandments continue to be the moral foundation for Jews and Christians
today. How do you use them in making your moral decisions? How familiar are you with
church teaching that applies the Ten Commandments today? Ask God for the understand-
ing and the strength to keep God’s Commandments, especially those that are the most
difficult for you.

Ë Ex 20.1–17

!Living the Ten Commandments

02-50673-Exo.qxd  3/23/2005  6:21 AM  Page 85



accustomed to gore in the past, and its owner has
not restrained it, the owner shall restore ox for ox,
but keep the dead animal.

Laws of Restitution

22 v When someone steals an ox or a sheep,
and slaughters it or sells it, the thief shall

pay five oxen for an ox, and four sheep for a sheep.w

The thief shall make restitution, but if unable to do
so, shall be sold for the theft. 4 When the animal,
whether ox or donkey or sheep, is found alive in the
thief �s possession, the thief shall pay double.

2x If a thief is found breaking in, and is beaten to
death, no bloodguilt is incurred; 3 but if it happens
after sunrise, bloodguilt is incurred.

of which one party says, “This is mine,” the case 
of both parties shall come before God;y the one
whom God condemnsz shall pay double to the 
other.

10–When someone delivers to another a don-
key, ox, sheep, or any other animal for safekeeping,
and it dies or is injured or is carried off, without
anyone seeing it, 11 an oath before the LORD shall
decide between the two of them that the one has
not laid hands on the property of the other; the
owner shall accept the oath, and no restitution shall
be made. 12 But if it was stolen, restitution shall be
made to its owner. 13 If it was mangled by beasts,
let it be brought as evidence; restitution shall not be
made for the mangled remains.

Exodus 22.1 86
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5–When someone causes a field or vineyard to
be grazed over, or lets livestock loose to graze in
someone else�s field, restitution shall be made from
the best in the owner�s field or vineyard.

6–When fire breaks out and catches in thorns so
that the stacked grain or the standing grain or the
field is consumed, the one who started the fire shall
make full restitution.

7–When someone delivers to a neighbor money
or goods for safekeeping, and they are stolen from
the neighbor�s house, then the thief, if caught, shall
pay double. 8 If the thief is not caught, the owner of
the house shall be brought before God,y to deter-
mine whether or not the owner had laid hands on
the neighbor�s goods.

9–In any case of disputed ownership involving
ox, donkey, sheep, clothing, or any other loss, 

14–When someone borrows an animal from an-
other and it is injured or dies, the owner not being
present, full restitution shall be made. 15 If the
owner was present, there shall be no restitution; if
it was hired, only the hiring fee is due.

Social and Religious Laws
16–When a man seduces a virgin who is not en-

gaged to be married, and lies with her, he shall give
the bride-price for her and make her his wife. 17 But
if her father refuses to give her to him, he shall pay
an amount equal to the bride-price for virgins.

18–You shall not permit a female sorcerer to live.

LIVE IT!
“You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien. . . . You shall not abuse any
widow or orphan” (Ex 22.21–22).This section of the Sinai laws reminds the Is-
raelites to take care of the poor and vulnerable in their midst. It reminds the Is-
raelites not to become abusive like the Egyptians.

How can we care for poor people? Consider this story: Mike and Dave were spending
some time in New York City. During a walk, they went by the train station, a place where
many runaways and homeless people found refuge.They came across a young man hunched
over with his back to the wall. His clothes were wet, and he was shivering. He was holding
a cup, panhandling. Dave took out some change and threw it into the cup. Mike just stood
and stared. Dave motioned to Mike to keep on moving, but Mike didn’t move.Then Mike
did something that amazed Dave. He sat down and took off his shoes, an almost brand-new
pair of insulated leather hiking boots he had received for Christmas. He motioned to the
young homeless man to do the same. He took his boots and socks and put them on the
young man. Mike put on the young man’s old canvas sneakers, stood up, and walked away.
Dave followed in silence.

Ë Ex 22.21–27
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19–Whoever lies with an animal shall be put to
death.

20–Whoever sacrifices to any god, other than
the LORD alone, shall be devoted to destruction.

21–You shall not wrong or oppress a resident
alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.
22 You shall not abuse any widow or orphan. 23 If
you do abuse them, when they cry out to me, I will
surely heed their cry; 24 my wrath will burn, and I
will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall
become widows and your children orphans.

25–If you lend money to my people, to the poor
among you, you shall not deal with them as a cred-
itor; you shall not exact interest from them. 26 If
you take your neighbor�s cloak in pawn, you shall
restore it before the sun goes down; 27 for it may be
your neighbor�s only clothing to use as cover; in
what else shall that person sleep? And if your neigh-
bor cries out to me, I will listen, for I am compas-
sionate.

28–You shall not revile God, or curse a leader of
your people.

29–You shall not delay to make offerings from
the fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of
your presses.a

The firstborn of your sons you shall give to
me. 30 You shall do the same with your oxen and
with your sheep: seven days it shall remain with
its mother; on the eighth day you shall give it 
to me.

31–You shall be people consecrated to me;
therefore you shall not eat any meat that is mangled
by beasts in the field; you shall throw it to the dogs.

Justice for All

23 You shall not spread a false report. You
shall not join hands with the wicked to

act as a malicious witness. 2 You shall not follow a
majority in wrongdoing; when you bear witness in
a lawsuit, you shall not side with the majority so as
to pervert justice; 3 nor shall you be partial to the
poor in a lawsuit.

4–When you come upon your enemy�s ox or
donkey going astray, you shall bring it back.

5–When you see the donkey of one who hates
you lying under its burden and you would hold
back from setting it free, you must help to set it
free.a

6–You shall not pervert the justice due to your
poor in their lawsuits. 7 Keep far from a false
charge, and do not kill the innocent and those in
the right, for I will not acquit the guilty. 8 You shall
take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the officials, and
subverts the cause of those who are in the right.

9–You shall not oppress a resident alien; you
know the heart of an alien, for you were aliens in
the land of Egypt.

Sabbatical Year and Sabbath
10–For six years you shall sow your land and

gather in its yield; 11 but the seventh year you shall
let it rest and lie fallow, so that the poor of your
people may eat; and what they leave the wild ani-
mals may eat. You shall do the same with your
vineyard, and with your olive orchard.

12–Six days you shall do your work, but on the
seventh day you shall rest, so that your ox and your
donkey may have relief, and your homeborn slave
and the resident alien may be refreshed. 13 Be at-
tentive to all that I have said to you. Do not invoke
the names of other gods; do not let them be heard
on your lips.

The Annual Festivals 
(Ex 34.18–26; Deut 16.1–17)

14–Three times in the year you shall hold a fes-
tival for me. 15 You shall observe the festival of un-
leavened bread; as I commanded you, you shall eat
unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed
time in the month of Ä�bib, for in it you came out
of Egypt. 

No one shall appear before me empty-handed.
16–You shall observe the festival of harvest, of

the first fruits of your labor, of what you sow in the
field. You shall observe the festival of ingathering at
the end of the year, when you gather in from the
field the fruit of your labor. 17 Three times in the
year all your males shall appear before the Lord
GOD.

18–You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice
with anything leavened, or let the fat of my festival
remain until the morning.

19–The choicest of the first fruits of your ground
you shall bring into the house of the LORD your
God. 

You shall not boil a kid in its mother�s milk.

The Conquest of Canaan Promised
20–I am going to send an angel in front of you,

to guard you on the way and to bring you to the
place that I have prepared. 21 Be attentive to him
and listen to his voice; do not rebel against him, for
he will not pardon your transgression; for my name
is in him.

22–But if you listen attentively to his voice and
do all that I say, then I will be an enemy to your en-
emies and a foe to your foes.

23–When my angel goes in front of you, and
brings you to the Am�o&•rïtes, the Hit�tïtes, the
Per�iz&•zïtes, the Cä�naan&•ïtes, the Hï�vïtes, and the
Jeb�ü&•sïtes, and I blot them out, 24 you shall not
bow down to their gods, or worship them, or fol-
low their practices, but you shall utterly demolish
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?Sacrifice and the Eucharist
Sacrifice is defined as an offering made to
God that becomes holy by being set apart,
blessed, and burned or consumed. Just as
food and gifts were brought to a king as 
a form of tribute and worship, so too in
Israel animals were brought to God and
sacrificed, their blood splattered on the
altar, and their meat cooked and eaten as
a form of worship that brought commu-
nion with God.The blood symbolized
God’s gift of life, and when the blessed
sacrifice was eaten, communion occurred
between God and people. In Exodus,
chapter 24, when Israel is about to ratify
the Covenant with God, Moses smears
the blood of the animal on the altar to
assert the Israelites’ union with God
through the observance of the Covenant.

In the New Testament, the language
Jesus uses at his Last Supper seems to
reflect this sacrificial understanding. Jesus
shares bread and wine as his body and
blood and speaks about a New Covenant
that will be ratified by the giving of his
body and the shedding of his blood. Even
today, Catholics celebrating the Eucharist
in Jesus’ memory encounter the real pres-
ence of Jesus in the sacred food of bread
and wine, recalling the New Covenant 
of love he established through giving his
body and shedding his blood.

Ë Ex 24.1–8

them and break their pillars in pieces. 25 You shall
worship the LORD your God, and Ib will bless your
bread and your water; and I will take sickness away
from among you. 26 No one shall miscarry or be
barren in your land; I will fulfill the number of your
days. 27 I will send my terror in front of you, and
will throw into confusion all the people against
whom you shall come, and I will make all your en-
emies turn their backs to you. 28 And I will send the
pestilencec in front of you, which shall drive out the
Hï�vïtes, the Cä�naan&•ïtes, and the Hit�tïtes from be-
fore you. 29 I will not drive them out from before
you in one year, or the land would become desolate
and the wild animals would multiply against you.
30 Little by little I will drive them out from before
you, until you have increased and possess the land.
31 I will set your borders from the Red Sead to the
sea of the Phi&•lis�tines, and from the wilderness to
the Euphrates; for I will hand over to you the in-
habitants of the land, and you shall drive them out
before you. 32 You shall make no covenant with
them and their gods. 33 They shall not live in your
land, or they will make you sin against me; for if
you worship their gods, it will surely be a snare to
you.

The Blood of the Covenant

24 Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the
LORD, you and Aaron, Nä�dab, and

A&•bi�hü, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and
worship at a distance. 2 Moses alone shall come
near the LORD; but the others shall not come near,
and the people shall not come up with him.” 

3–Moses came and told the people all the words
of the LORD and all the ordinances; and all the peo-
ple answered with one voice, and said, “All the
words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4 And
Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He
rose early in the morning, and built an altar at the
foot of the mountain, and set up twelve pillars, cor-
responding to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 He sent
young men of the people of Israel, who offered
burnt offerings and sacrificed oxen as offerings of
well-being to the LORD. 6 Moses took half of the
blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he
dashed against the altar. 7 Then he took the book of
the covenant, and read it in the hearing of the peo-
ple; and they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we
will do, and we will be obedient.” 8 Moses took the
blood and dashed it on the people, and said, “See
the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made
with you in accordance with all these words.” 

On the Mountain with God
9–Then Moses and Aaron, Nä�dab, and A&•bi�hü,

and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10 and
they saw the God of Israel. Under his feet there was

something like a pavement of sapphire stone, like
the very heaven for clearness. 11 Gode did not lay
his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel;
also they beheld God, and they ate and drank. 

12–The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on
the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you
the tablets of stone, with the law and the com-
mandment, which I have written for their instruc-
tion.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua,
and Moses went up into the mountain of God.
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14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, un-
til we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are
with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 

15–Then Moses went up on the mountain, and
the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of the
LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud cov-
ered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to
Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of
the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on
the top of the mountain in the sight of the people
of Israel. 18 Moses entered the cloud, and went up
on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for
forty days and forty nights. 

Offerings for the Tabernacle 
(Ex 35.4–9)

25 The LORD said to Moses: 2 Tell the Is-
raelites to take for me an offering; from

all whose hearts prompt them to give you shall re-
ceive the offering for me. 3 This is the offering that
you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and
bronze, 4 blue, purple, and crimson yarns and fine
linen, goats� hair, 5 tanned rams� skins, fine leather, f

acacia wood, 6 oil for the lamps, spices for the
anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7 onyx
stones and gems to be set in the ephod and for the
breastpiece. 8 And have them make me a sanctuary,
so that I may dwell among them. 9 In accordance
with all that I show you concerning the pattern of
the tabernacle and of all its furniture, so you shall
make it.

The Ark of the Covenant 
(Ex 37.1–9)

10–They shall make an ark of acacia wood; it
shall be two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a
half wide, and a cubit and a half high. 11 You shall
overlay it with pure gold, inside and outside you
shall overlay it, and you shall make a molding of
gold upon it all around. 12 You shall cast four rings
of gold for it and put them on its four feet, two
rings on the one side of it, and two rings on the
other side. 13 You shall make poles of acacia wood,
and overlay them with gold. 14 And you shall put
the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, by
which to carry the ark. 15 The poles shall remain in
the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it.
16 You shall put into the ark the covenant g that I
shall give you.

17–Then you shall make a mercy seath of pure
gold; two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a
cubit and a half its width. 18 You shall make two
cherubim of gold; you shall make them of ham-
mered work, at the two ends of the mercy seat.i
19 Make one cherub at the one end, and one cherub
at the other; of one piece with the mercy seat i you
shall make the cherubim at its two ends. 20 The

cherubim shall spread out their wings above, over-
shadowing the mercy seati with their wings. They
shall face one to another; the faces of the cherubim
shall be turned toward the mercy seat.i 21 You shall
put the mercy seati on the top of the ark; and in the
ark you shall put the covenantg that I shall give you.
22 There I will meet with you, and from above the
mercy seat,i from between the two cherubim that
are on the ark of the covenant,g I will deliver to you
all my commands for the Israelites.

The Table for the Bread of the Presence 
(Ex 37.10–16)

23–You shall make a table of acacia wood, two
cubits long, one cubit wide, and a cubit and a half
high. 24 You shall overlay it with pure gold, and
make a molding of gold around it. 25 You shall
make around it a rim a handbreadth wide, and a
molding of gold around the rim. 26 You shall make
for it four rings of gold, and fasten the rings to the
four corners at its four legs. 27 The rings that hold
the poles used for carrying the table shall be close to
the rim. 28 You shall make the poles of acacia wood,
and overlay them with gold, and the table shall be
carried with these. 29 You shall make its plates and
dishes for incense, and its flagons and bowls with
which to pour drink offerings; you shall make them
of pure gold. 30 And you shall set the bread of the
Presence on the table before me always.

The Lampstand 
(Ex 37.17–24)

31–You shall make a lampstand of pure gold.
The base and the shaft of the lampstand shall be

f Meaning of Heb uncertain—g Or treaty, or testimony; Heb
eduth—h Or a cover—i Or the cover
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made of hammered work; its cups, its calyxes, and
its petals shall be of one piece with it; 32 and there
shall be six branches going out of its sides, three
branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and
three branches of the lampstand out of the other
side of it; 33 three cups shaped like almond blos-
soms, each with calyx and petals, on one branch,
and three cups shaped like almond blossoms, each
with calyx and petals, on the other branch—so for
the six branches going out of the lampstand. 34 On
the lampstand itself there shall be four cups shaped
like almond blossoms, each with its calyxes and
petals. 35 There shall be a calyx of one piece with it
under the first pair of branches, a calyx of one piece
with it under the next pair of branches, and a calyx
of one piece with it under the last pair of branch-
es—so for the six branches that go out of the lamp-
stand. 36 Their calyxes and their branches shall be
of one piece with it, the whole of it one hammered
piece of pure gold. 37 You shall make the seven
lamps for it; and the lamps shall be set up so as to
give light on the space in front of it. 38 Its snuffers
and trays shall be of pure gold. 39 It, and all these
utensils, shall be made from a talent of pure gold.
40 And see that you make them according to the
pattern for them, which is being shown you on the
mountain.

The Tabernacle 
(Ex 36.8–38)

26 Moreover you shall make the tabernacle
with ten curtains of fine twisted linen,

and blue, purple, and crimson yarns; you shall
make them with cherubim skillfully worked into
them. 2 The length of each curtain shall be twenty-
eight cubits, and the width of each curtain four cu-
bits; all the curtains shall be of the same size. 3 Five
curtains shall be joined to one another; and the
other five curtains shall be joined to one another.
4 You shall make loops of blue on the edge of the
outermost curtain in the first set; and likewise you
shall make loops on the edge of the outermost cur-
tain in the second set. 5 You shall make fifty loops
on the one curtain, and you shall make fifty loops
on the edge of the curtain that is in the second set;
the loops shall be opposite one another. 6 You shall
make fifty clasps of gold, and join the curtains to
one another with the clasps, so that the tabernacle
may be one whole.

7–You shall also make curtains of goats� hair for
a tent over the tabernacle; you shall make eleven
curtains. 8 The length of each curtain shall be thirty
cubits, and the width of each curtain four cubits;
the eleven curtains shall be of the same size. 9 You
shall join five curtains by themselves, and six cur-
tains by themselves, and the sixth curtain you shall
double over at the front of the tent. 10 You shall

make fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is
outermost in one set, and fifty loops on the edge of
the curtain that is outermost in the second set.

11–You shall make fifty clasps of bronze, and
put the clasps into the loops, and join the tent to-
gether, so that it may be one whole. 12 The part that
remains of the curtains of the tent, the half curtain
that remains, shall hang over the back of the taber-
nacle. 13 The cubit on the one side, and the cubit on
the other side, of what remains in the length of the
curtains of the tent, shall hang over the sides of the
tabernacle, on this side and that side, to cover it.
14 You shall make for the tent a covering of tanned
rams� skins and an outer covering of fine leather. j

The Framework
15–You shall make upright frames of acacia

wood for the tabernacle. 16 Ten cubits shall be the
length of a frame, and a cubit and a half the width
of each frame. 17 There shall be two pegs in each
frame to fit the frames together; you shall make
these for all the frames of the tabernacle. 18 You
shall make the frames for the tabernacle: twenty
frames for the south side; 19 and you shall make
forty bases of silver under the twenty frames, two
bases under the first frame for its two pegs, and two
bases under the next frame for its two pegs; 20 and
for the second side of the tabernacle, on the north
side twenty frames, 21 and their forty bases of silver,
two bases under the first frame, and two bases un-
der the next frame; 22 and for the rear of the taber-
nacle westward you shall make six frames. 23 You
shall make two frames for corners of the tabernacle
in the rear; 24 they shall be separate beneath, but
joined at the top, at the first ring; it shall be the
same with both of them; they shall form the two
corners. 25 And so there shall be eight frames, with
their bases of silver, sixteen bases; two bases under
the first frame, and two bases under the next frame.

26 You shall make bars of acacia wood, five for
the frames of the one side of the tabernacle, 27 and
five bars for the frames of the other side of the tab-
ernacle, and five bars for the frames of the side of
the tabernacle at the rear westward. 28 The middle
bar, halfway up the frames, shall pass through from
end to end. 29 You shall overlay the frames with
gold, and shall make their rings of gold to hold the
bars; and you shall overlay the bars with gold.
30 Then you shall erect the tabernacle according to
the plan for it that you were shown on the moun-
tain.

The Curtain
31–You shall make a curtain of blue, purple,

and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted linen; it shall
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be made with cherubim skillfully worked into it.
32 You shall hang it on four pillars of acacia over-
laid with gold, which have hooks of gold and rest
on four bases of silver. 33 You shall hang the curtain
under the clasps, and bring the ark of the covenantk

in there, within the curtain; and the curtain shall
separate for you the holy place from the most holy.
34 You shall put the mercy seatl on the ark of the
covenantk in the most holy place. 35 You shall set
the table outside the curtain, and the lampstand on
the south side of the tabernacle opposite the table;
and you shall put the table on the north side.

36–You shall make a screen for the entrance of
the tent, of blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and of
fine twisted linen, embroidered with needlework.
37 You shall make for the screen five pillars of aca-
cia, and overlay them with gold; their hooks shall
be of gold, and you shall cast five bases of bronze
for them.

The Altar of Burnt Offering 
(Ex 38.1–7)

27 You shall make the altar of acacia wood,
five cubits long and five cubits wide; the

altar shall be square, and it shall be three cubits
high. 2 You shall make horns for it on its four cor-
ners; its horns shall be of one piece with it, and you
shall overlay it with bronze. 3 You shall make pots
for it to receive its ashes, and shovels and basins
and forks and firepans; you shall make all its uten-
sils of bronze. 4 You shall also make for it a grating,
a network of bronze; and on the net you shall make
four bronze rings at its four corners. 5 You shall set
it under the ledge of the altar so that the net shall
extend halfway down the altar. 6 You shall make
poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and over-
lay them with bronze; 7 the poles shall be put
through the rings, so that the poles shall be on the
two sides of the altar when it is carried. 8 You shall
make it hollow, with boards. They shall be made
just as you were shown on the mountain.

The Court and Its Hangings 
(Ex 38.9–20)

9–You shall make the court of the tabernacle. On
the south side the court shall have hangings of fine
twisted linen one hundred cubits long for that side;
10 its twenty pillars and their twenty bases shall be
of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their
bands shall be of silver. 11 Likewise for its length on
the north side there shall be hangings one hundred
cubits long, their pillars twenty and their bases
twenty, of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and
their bands shall be of silver. 12 For the width of the
court on the west side there shall be fifty cubits of
hangings, with ten pillars and ten bases. 13 The
width of the court on the front to the east shall be

fifty cubits. 14 There shall be fifteen cubits of hang-
ings on the one side, with three pillars and three
bases. 15 There shall be fifteen cubits of hangings on
the other side, with three pillars and three bases.
16 For the gate of the court there shall be a screen
twenty cubits long, of blue, purple, and crimson
yarns, and of fine twisted linen, embroidered with
needlework; it shall have four pillars and with them
four bases. 17 All the pillars around the court shall
be banded with silver; their hooks shall be of silver,
and their bases of bronze. 18 The length of the court
shall be one hundred cubits, the width fifty, and the
height five cubits, with hangings of fine twisted
linen and bases of bronze. 19 All the utensils of the
tabernacle for every use, and all its pegs and all the
pegs of the court, shall be of bronze.

The Oil for the Lamp 
(Lev 24.1–4)

20–You shall further command the Israelites to
bring you pure oil of beaten olives for the light, so
that a lamp may be set up to burn regularly. 21 In
the tent of meeting, outside the curtain that is be-
fore the covenant,k Aaron and his sons shall tend it
from evening to morning before the LORD. It shall
be a perpetual ordinance to be observed through-
out their generations by the Israelites.

Vestments for the Priesthood 
(Ex 39.1–7)

28 Then bring near to you your brother
Aaron, and his sons with him, from

among the Israelites, to serve me as priests—Aaron
and Aaron�s sons, Nä�dab and A&•bï�hü, El&•ë&•ä�zar
and Ith�a&•mar. 2 You shall make sacred vestments
for the glorious adornment of your brother Aaron.
3 And you shall speak to all who have ability,
whom I have endowed with skill, that they make
Aaron�s vestments to consecrate him for my priest-
hood. 4 These are the vestments that they shall
make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a checkered
tunic, a turban, and a sash. When they make these
sacred vestments for your brother Aaron and his
sons to serve me as priests, 5 they shall use gold,
blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and fine linen.

The Ephod
6–They shall make the ephod of gold, of blue,

purple, and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted
linen, skillfully worked. 7 It shall have two shoulder-
pieces attached to its two edges, so that it may 
be joined together. 8 The decorated band on it shall
be of the same workmanship and materials, of
gold, of blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and of fine
twisted linen. 9 You shall take two onyx stones, and
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engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel,
10 six of their names on the one stone, and the
names of the remaining six on the other stone, in
the order of their birth. 11 As a gem-cutter engraves
signets, so you shall engrave the two stones with the
names of the sons of Israel; you shall mount them
in settings of gold filigree. 12 You shall set the two
stones on the shoulder-pieces of the ephod, as
stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel; and
Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD on
his two shoulders for remembrance. 13 You shall
make settings of gold filigree, 14 and two chains of
pure gold, twisted like cords; and you shall attach
the corded chains to the settings.

The Breastplate 
(Ex 39.8–21)

15–You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, in
skilled work; you shall make it in the style of the
ephod; of gold, of blue and purple and crimson
yarns, and of fine twisted linen you shall make it.
16 It shall be square and doubled, a span in length
and a span in width. 17 You shall set in it four rows
of stones. A row of carnelian,m chrysolite, and emer-
ald shall be the first row; 18 and the second row a
turquoise, a sapphire,n and a moonstone; 19 and the
third row a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst;
20 and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper;
they shall be set in gold filigree. 21 There shall be
twelve stones with names corresponding to the
names of the sons of Israel; they shall be like 
signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve
tribes. 22 You shall make for the breastpiece chains
of pure gold, twisted like cords; 23 and you shall
make for the breastpiece two rings of gold, and put
the two rings on the two edges of the breastpiece.
24 You shall put the two cords of gold in the two
rings at the edges of the breastpiece; 25 the two ends
of the two cords you shall attach to the two settings,
and so attach it in front to the shoulder-pieces of the
ephod. 26 You shall make two rings of gold, and put
them at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside
edge next to the ephod. 27 You shall make two rings
of gold, and attach them in front to the lower part of
the two shoulder-pieces of the ephod, at its joining
above the decorated band of the ephod. 28 The
breastpiece shall be bound by its rings to the rings of
the ephod with a blue cord, so that it may lie on the
decorated band of the ephod, and so that the breast-
piece shall not come loose from the ephod. 29 So
Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in
the breastpiece of judgment on his heart when he
goes into the holy place, for a continual remem-
brance before the LORD. 30 In the breastpiece of
judgment you shall put the Ü�rim and the
Thum�mim, and they shall be on Aaron�s heart
when he goes in before the LORD; thus Aaron shall

bear the judgment of the Israelites on his heart be-
fore the LORD continually.

Other Priestly Vestments 
(Ex 39.22–31)

31–You shall make the robe of the ephod all of
blue. 32 It shall have an opening for the head in the
middle of it, with a woven binding around the
opening, like the opening in a coat of mail,o so that
it may not be torn. 33 On its lower hem you shall
make pomegranates of blue, purple, and crimson
yarns, all around the lower hem, with bells of gold
between them all around— 34 a golden bell and a
pomegranate alternating all around the lower hem
of the robe. 35 Aaron shall wear it when he minis-
ters, and its sound shall be heard when he goes into
the holy place before the LORD, and when he comes
out, so that he may not die.

36–You shall make a rosette of pure gold, and
engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet, “Holy
to the LORD.” 37 You shall fasten it on the turban
with a blue cord; it shall be on the front of the tur-
ban. 38 It shall be on Aaron�s forehead, and Aaron
shall take on himself any guilt incurred in the holy
offering that the Israelites consecrate as their sacred
donations; it shall always be on his forehead, in or-
der that they may find favor before the LORD.

39–You shall make the checkered tunic of fine
linen, and you shall make a turban of fine linen,
and you shall make a sash embroidered with
needlework.

40–For Aaron�s sons you shall make tunics and
sashes and headdresses; you shall make them for
their glorious adornment. 41 You shall put them on
your brother Aaron, and on his sons with him, and
shall anoint them and ordain them and consecrate
them, so that they may serve me as priests. 42 You
shall make for them linen undergarments to cover
their naked flesh; they shall reach from the hips to
the thighs; 43 Aaron and his sons shall wear them
when they go into the tent of meeting, or when they
come near the altar to minister in the holy place; or
they will bring guilt on themselves and die. This
shall be a perpetual ordinance for him and for his
descendants after him.

The Ordination of the Priests 
(Lev 8.1–36)

29 Now this is what you shall do to them to
consecrate them, so that they may serve

me as priests. Take one young bull and two rams
without blemish, 2 and unleavened bread, unleav-
ened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers
spread with oil. You shall make them of choice

m The identity of several of these stones is uncertain—n Or
lapis lazuli—o Meaning of Heb uncertain
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wheat flour. 3 You shall put them in one basket and
bring them in the basket, and bring the bull and the
two rams. 4 You shall bring Aaron and his sons to
the entrance of the tent of meeting, and wash them
with water. 5 Then you shall take the vestments,
and put on Aaron the tunic and the robe of the
ephod, and the ephod, and the breastpiece, and
gird him with the decorated band of the ephod;
6 and you shall set the turban on his head, and put
the holy diadem on the turban. 7 You shall take the
anointing oil, and pour it on his head and anoint
him. 8 Then you shall bring his sons, and put tunics
on them, 9 and you shall gird them with sashes p

and tie headdresses on them; and the priesthood
shall be theirs by a perpetual ordinance. You shall
then ordain Aaron and his sons.

10–You shall bring the bull in front of the tent
of meeting. Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands
on the head of the bull, 11 and you shall slaughter
the bull before the LORD, at the entrance of the tent
of meeting, 12 and shall take some of the blood of
the bull and put it on the horns of the altar with
your finger, and all the rest of the blood you shall
pour out at the base of the altar. 13 You shall take
all the fat that covers the entrails, and the ap-
pendage of the liver, and the two kidneys with the
fat that is on them, and turn them into smoke on
the altar. 14 But the flesh of the bull, and its skin,
and its dung, you shall burn with fire outside the
camp; it is a sin offering.

15–Then you shall take one of the rams, and
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the
head of the ram, 16 and you shall slaughter the ram,
and shall take its blood and dash it against all sides
of the altar. 17 Then you shall cut the ram into its
parts, and wash its entrails and its legs, and put
them with its parts and its head, 18 and turn the
whole ram into smoke on the altar; it is a burnt
offering to the LORD; it is a pleasing odor, an offer-
ing by fire to the LORD.

19–You shall take the other ram; and Aaron and
his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the
ram, 20 and you shall slaughter the ram, and take
some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron�s
right ear and on the lobes of the right ears of his
sons, and on the thumbs of their right hands, and
on the big toes of their right feet, and dash the rest
of the blood against all sides of the altar. 21 Then
you shall take some of the blood that is on the al-
tar, and some of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it
on Aaron and his vestments and on his sons and his
sons� vestments with him; then he and his vest-
ments shall be holy, as well as his sons and his
sons� vestments.

22–You shall also take the fat of the ram, the fat
tail, the fat that covers the entrails, the appendage
of the liver, the two kidneys with the fat that is on

them, and the right thigh (for it is a ram of ordina-
tion), 23 and one loaf of bread, one cake of bread
made with oil, and one wafer, out of the basket of
unleavened bread that is before the LORD; 24 and
you shall place all these on the palms of Aaron and
on the palms of his sons, and raise them as an ele-
vation offering before the LORD. 25 Then you shall
take them from their hands, and turn them into
smoke on the altar on top of the burnt offering of
pleasing odor before the LORD; it is an offering by
fire to the LORD.

26–You shall take the breast of the ram of
Aaron�s ordination and raise it as an elevation offer-
ing before the LORD; and it shall be your portion.
27 You shall consecrate the breast that was raised as
an elevation offering and the thigh that was raised
as an elevation offering from the ram of ordination,
from that which belonged to Aaron and his sons.
28 These things shall be a perpetual ordinance for
Aaron and his sons from the Israelites, for this is an
offering; and it shall be an offering by the Israelites
from their sacrifice of offerings of well-being, their
offering to the LORD.

29–The sacred vestments of Aaron shall be
passed on to his sons after him; they shall be
anointed in them and ordained in them. 30 The son
who is priest in his place shall wear them seven
days, when he comes into the tent of meeting to
minister in the holy place.

31–You shall take the ram of ordination, and
boil its flesh in a holy place; 32 and Aaron and his
sons shall eat the flesh of the ram and the bread
that is in the basket, at the entrance of the tent of
meeting. 33 They themselves shall eat the food by
which atonement is made, to ordain and consecrate
them, but no one else shall eat of them, because
they are holy. 34 If any of the flesh for the ordina-
tion, or of the bread, remains until the morning,
then you shall burn the remainder with fire; it shall
not be eaten, because it is holy.

35–Thus you shall do to Aaron and to his sons,
just as I have commanded you; through seven days
you shall ordain them. 36 Also every day you shall
offer a bull as a sin offering for atonement. Also you
shall offer a sin offering for the altar, when you
make atonement for it, and shall anoint it, to con-
secrate it. 37 Seven days you shall make atonement
for the altar, and consecrate it, and the altar shall be
most holy; whatever touches the altar shall become
holy.

The Daily Offerings 
(Num 28.1–8)

38–Now this is what you shall offer on the altar:
two lambs a year old regularly each day. 39 One

93 Exodus 29.39

p Gk: Heb sashes, Aaron and his sons

E
X

02-50673-Exo.qxd  3/23/2005  6:21 AM  Page 93



q Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth—r Or the cover—
s Heb it

lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the other
lamb you shall offer in the evening; 40 and with the
first lamb one-tenth of a measure of choice flour
mixed with one-fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and
one-fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering.
41 And the other lamb you shall offer in the
evening, and shall offer with it a grain offering and
its drink offering, as in the morning, for a pleasing
odor, an offering by fire to the LORD. 42 It shall be a
regular burnt offering throughout your generations
at the entrance of the tent of meeting before the
LORD, where I will meet with you, to speak to you
there. 43 I will meet with the Israelites there, and it
shall be sanctified by my glory; 44 I will consecrate
the tent of meeting and the altar; Aaron also and his
sons I will consecrate, to serve me as priests. 45 I
will dwell among the Israelites, and I will be their
God. 46 And they shall know that I am the LORD

their God, who brought them out of the land of
Egypt that I might dwell among them; I am the
LORD their God.

The Altar of Incense 
(Ex 37.25–28)

30 You shall make an altar on which to of-
fer incense; you shall make it of acacia

wood. 2 It shall be one cubit long, and one cubit
wide; it shall be square, and shall be two cubits
high; its horns shall be of one piece with it. 3 You
shall overlay it with pure gold, its top, and its sides
all around and its horns; and you shall make for it
a molding of gold all around. 4 And you shall make
two golden rings for it; under its molding on two
opposite sides of it you shall make them, and they
shall hold the poles with which to carry it. 5 You
shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay
them with gold. 6 You shall place it in front of the
curtain that is above the ark of the covenant,q in
front of the mercy seatr that is over the covenant,q

where I will meet with you. 7 Aaron shall offer fra-
grant incense on it; every morning when he dresses
the lamps he shall offer it, 8 and when Aaron sets
up the lamps in the evening, he shall offer it, a reg-
ular incense offering before the LORD throughout
your generations. 9 You shall not offer unholy in-
cense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offering;
and you shall not pour a drink offering on it.
10 Once a year Aaron shall perform the rite of
atonement on its horns. Throughout your genera-
tions he shall perform the atonement for it once a
year with the blood of the atoning sin offering. It is
most holy to the LORD.

The Half Shekel for the Sanctuary
11–The LORD spoke to Moses: 12 When you take

a census of the Israelites to register them, at regis-
tration all of them shall give a ransom for their lives

to the LORD, so that no plague may come upon
them for being registered. 13 This is what each one
who is registered shall give: half a shekel according
to the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel is twenty
gerahs), half a shekel as an offering to the LORD.
14 Each one who is registered, from twenty years old
and upward, shall give the LORD�s offering. 15 The
rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give
less, than the half shekel, when you bring this offer-
ing to the LORD to make atonement for your lives.
16 You shall take the atonement money from the Is-
raelites and shall designate it for the service of the
tent of meeting; before the LORD it will be a re-
minder to the Israelites of the ransom given for
your lives.

The Bronze Basin
17–The LORD spoke to Moses: 18 You shall make

a bronze basin with a bronze stand for washing.
You shall put it between the tent of meeting and the
altar, and you shall put water in it; 19 with the wa-
ters Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and
their feet. 20 When they go into the tent of meeting,
or when they come near the altar to minister, to
make an offering by fire to the LORD, they shall
wash with water, so that they may not die. 21 They
shall wash their hands and their feet, so that they
may not die: it shall be a perpetual ordinance for
them, for him and for his descendants throughout
their generations.

The Anointing Oil and Incense 
(Ex 37.29)

22–The LORD spoke to Moses: 23 Take the finest
spices: of liquid myrrh five hundred shekels, and of
sweet-smelling cinnamon half as much, that is, two
hundred fifty, and two hundred fifty of aromatic
cane, 24 and five hundred of cassia—measured by
the sanctuary shekel—and a hin of olive oil; 25 and
you shall make of these a sacred anointing oil
blended as by the perfumer; it shall be a holy
anointing oil. 26 With it you shall anoint the tent of
meeting and the ark of the covenant,q 27 and the
table and all its utensils, and the lampstand and its
utensils, and the altar of incense, 28 and the altar of
burnt offering with all its utensils, and the basin
with its stand; 29 you shall consecrate them, so that
they may be most holy; whatever touches them will
become holy. 30 You shall anoint Aaron and his
sons, and consecrate them, in order that they may
serve me as priests. 31 You shall say to the Israelites,
“This shall be my holy anointing oil throughout
your generations. 32 It shall not be used in any or-
dinary anointing of the body, and you shall make
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no other like it in composition; it is holy, and it
shall be holy to you. 33 Whoever compounds any
like it or whoever puts any of it on an unqualified
person shall be cut off from the people.” 

34–The LORD said to Moses: Take sweet spices,
stacte, and onycha, and galbanum, sweet spices
with pure frankincense (an equal part of each),
35 and make an incense blended as by the per-
fumer, seasoned with salt, pure and holy; 36 and
you shall beat some of it into powder, and put part
of it before the covenantt in the tent of meeting
where I shall meet with you; it shall be for you most
holy. 37 When you make incense according to this
composition, you shall not make it for yourselves;
it shall be regarded by you as holy to the LORD.
38 Whoever makes any like it to use as perfume
shall be cut off from the people.

Bezalel and Oholiab 
(Ex 35.30—36.1)

31 The LORD spoke to Moses: 2 See, I have
called by name Bez�a&•lel son of Ü�rï son

of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 3 and I have filled
him with divine spirit,u with ability, intelligence,
and knowledge in every kind of craft, 4 to devise
artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze,
5 in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood,
in every kind of craft. 6 Moreover, I have appoint-
ed with him Ö&•hö�li&•ab son of A&•his�a&•mach, of the
tribe of Dan; and I have given skill to all the skill-
ful, so that they may make all that I have com-
manded you: 7 the tent of meeting, and the ark of
the covenant,t and the mercy seatv that is on it, and
all the furnishings of the tent, 8 the table and its
utensils, and the pure lampstand with all its uten-
sils, and the altar of incense, 9 and the altar of
burnt offering with all its utensils, and the basin
with its stand, 10 and the finely worked vestments,
the holy vestments for the priest Aaron and the
vestments of his sons, for their service as priests,
11 and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense
for the holy place. They shall do just as I have com-
manded you.

The Sabbath Law
12–The LORD said to Moses: 13 You yourself are

to speak to the Israelites: “You shall keep my sab-
baths, for this is a sign between me and you
throughout your generations, given in order that
you may know that I, the LORD, sanctify you. 14 You
shall keep the sabbath, because it is holy for you;
everyone who profanes it shall be put to death;
whoever does any work on it shall be cut off from
among the people. 15 Six days shall work be done,
but the seventh day is a sabbath of solemn rest,
holy to the LORD; whoever does any work on the
sabbath day shall be put to death. 16 Therefore the

Israelites shall keep the sabbath, observing the sab-
bath throughout their generations, as a perpetual
covenant. 17 It is a sign forever between me and the
people of Israel that in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested,
and was refreshed.”

The Two Tablets of the Covenant
18–When Godw finished speaking with Moses

on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the
covenant,t tablets of stone, written with the finger
of God.

The Golden Calf 
(Deut 9.6–29)

32 When the people saw that Moses de-
layed to come down from the mountain,

the people gathered around Aaron, and said to
him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go be-
fore us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us
up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what
has become of him.” 2 Aaron said to them, “Take
off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives,
your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to
me.” 3 So all the people took off the gold rings
from their ears, and brought them to Aaron. 4 He
took the gold from them, formed it in a mold,x and
cast an image of a calf; and they said, “These are
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an
altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and
said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD.”
6 They rose early the next day, and offered burnt
offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and
the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up
to revel.

7–The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once!
Your people, whom you brought up out of the land
of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been
quick to turn aside from the way that I command-
ed them; they have cast for themselves an image of
a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it,
and said, �These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!� ” 9 The
LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how
stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone, so that
my wrath may burn hot against them and I may
consume them; and of you I will make a great na-
tion.” 

11–But Moses implored the LORD his God, and
said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you brought out of the
land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty

95 Exodus 32.11

t Or treaty, or testimony; Heb eduth—u Or with the spirit 
of God—v Or the cover—w Heb he—x Or fashioned it with a
graving tool; Meaning of Heb uncertain—

E
X

02-50673-Exo.qxd  3/23/2005  6:21 AM  Page 95



LIVE IT!
Now that I think about it, it was a stupid thing to do. But it is so hard to be objec-
tive when you are caught up in the excitement of the moment.We had been
waiting a long time for Moses—too long, it seems.We got bored and restless.You
know how it is. Someone came up with the idea of the golden calf. It sounded like

fun, something to pass the time and remind us of the old gods. And I have to admit, that
calf did look pretty good!

I do feel sorry for Aaron. Moses saw what we had done and hurled the stone tablets to
the ground in a fit of rage. Aaron tried to explain how it was, but Moses would hear none
of it. He was upset. He had a right to be.There is no valid excuse for what we did. Aaron
tried to pretend that the calf sort of formed itself, but it was a feeble excuse.We all knew
it. And when we learned what was on the stone tablets, we knew we had done wrong. Moses
had those tablets from the hands of God.This was to have been a solemn moment, fol-
lowed by a great celebration. But instead, we had to face the wrath of Moses and pick up
the shattered pieces of stone.

It is so easy to lose sight of what we are all about. It is so easy to do something stupid
when we are bored and tired of waiting. And then we wonder how we could have let our-
selves get so far off track. It is too easy, isn’t it? We are all too human at times.

No, I don’t blame Moses for losing his temper. He had every right.We let him down.
We let ourselves down. But most of all, we let God down.

Ë Ex 32.1–35

!Caught Up in the Moment

hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, �It was with
evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in
the mountains, and to consume them from the face
of the earth�? Turn from your fierce wrath; change
your mind and do not bring disaster on your peo-
ple. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your
servants, how you swore to them by your own self,
saying to them, �I will multiply your descendants
like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have
promised I will give to your descendants, and they
shall inherit it forever.� ” 14 And the LORD changed
his mind about the disaster that he planned to
bring on his people.

15–Then Moses turned and went down from the
mountain, carrying the two tablets of the covenanty

in his hands, tablets that were written on both
sides, written on the front and on the back. 16 The
tablets were the work of God, and the writing was
the writing of God, engraved upon the tablets.
17 When Joshua heard the noise of the people as
they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of
war in the camp.” 18 But he said,

“It is not the sound made by victors, 
or the sound made by losers; 
it is the sound of revelers that I hear.” 

19 As soon as he came near the camp and saw the
calf and the dancing, Moses� anger burned hot, and
he threw the tablets from his hands and broke them
at the foot of the mountain. 20 He took the calf that
they had made, burned it with fire, ground it to

powder, scattered it on the water, and made the Is-
raelites drink it.

21–Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people
do to you that you have brought so great a sin upon
them?” 22 And Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of
my lord burn hot; you know the people, that they
are bent on evil. 23 They said to me, �Make us gods,
who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man
who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do
not know what has become of him.� 24 So I said to
them, �Whoever has gold, take it off �; so they gave it
to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this
calf!” 

25–When Moses saw that the people were run-
ning wild (for Aaron had let them run wild, to the
derision of their enemies), 26 then Moses stood in
the gate of the camp, and said, “Who is on the
LORD�s side? Come to me!” And all the sons of Levi
gathered around him. 27 He said to them, “Thus
says the LORD, the God of Israel, �Put your sword on
your side, each of you! Go back and forth from gate
to gate throughout the camp, and each of you kill
your brother, your friend, and your neighbor.� ”
28 The sons of Levi did as Moses commanded, and
about three thousand of the people fell on that day.
29 Moses said, “Today you have ordained your-
selvesz for the service of the LORD, each one at the
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cost of a son or a brother, and so have brought a
blessing on yourselves this day.” 

30–On the next day Moses said to the people,
“You have sinned a great sin. But now I will go up
to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for
your sin.” 31 So Moses returned to the LORD and
said, “Alas, this people has sinned a great sin; they
have made for themselves gods of gold. 32 But now,
if you will only forgive their sin—but if not, blot
me out of the book that you have written.” 33 But
the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned
against me I will blot out of my book. 34 But now
go, lead the people to the place about which I have
spoken to you; see, my angel shall go in front of
you. Nevertheless, when the day comes for punish-
ment, I will punish them for their sin.” 

35–Then the LORD sent a plague on the people,
because they made the calf—the one that Aaron
made.

The Command to Leave Sinai

33 The LORD said to Moses, “Go, leave this
place, you and the people whom you

have brought up out of the land of Egypt, and go to
the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob, saying, �To your descendants I will give it.� 2 I
will send an angel before you, and I will drive out
the Cä�naan•ïtes, the Am�o&•rïtes, the Hit�tïtes, the
Per�iz&•zïtes, the Hï�vïtes, and the Jeb�ü&•sïtes. 3 Go up
to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will
not go up among you, or I would consume you on
the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.” 

4–When the people heard these harsh words,
they mourned, and no one put on ornaments. 5 For
the LORD had said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites,
�You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single mo-
ment I should go up among you, I would consume
you. So now take off your ornaments, and I will de-
cide what to do to you.� ” 6 Therefore the  Israelites
stripped themselves of their ornaments, from
Mount Hö�reb onward.

The Tent outside the Camp
7–Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it

outside the camp, far off from the camp; he called
it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the
LORD would go out to the tent of meeting, which
was outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out
to the tent, all the people would rise and stand,
each of them, at the entrance of their tents and
watch Moses until he had gone into the tent.
9 When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud
would descend and stand at the entrance of the
tent, and the LORD would speak with Moses.
10 When all the people saw the pillar of cloud
standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people
would rise and bow down, all of them, at the en-

trance of their tent. 11 Thus the LORD used to speak
to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then
he would return to the camp; but his young assis-
tant, Joshua son of Nun, would not leave the tent.

Moses’ Intercession
12–Moses said to the LORD, “See, you have said

to me, �Bring up this people�; but you have not let
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you
have said, �I know you by name, and you have also
found favor in my sight.� 13 Now if I have found fa-
vor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may
know you and find favor in your sight. Consider
too that this nation is your people.” 14 He said, “My
presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”
15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go,
do not carry us up from here. 16 For how shall it be
known that I have found favor in your sight, I and
your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we
shall be distinct, I and your people, from every
people on the face of the earth.” 
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How close can we get to God without
actually seeing God’s face? If anyone

would know, it is Moses. His rather amaz-
ing encounter with God is recorded in 
Ex 33.17–23.

We too can experience, as many
saints and mystics have, a deep intimacy
with God. It is significant that God and
Moses most often met in nature. If you
are lucky, you have a favorite outdoor
spot. Perhaps it is a place where you can
simply sit and ponder as you gaze at the
scenery before you. Perhaps during a
sunset on a lovely summer evening or
while gazing at the sea or a flowing
stream, you somehow connect with God.
You may not actually see or feel the hand
of God, but somehow you know that God
is with you and you are catching a glimpse
of God’s glory.You feel yourself held in
the palm of God’s gracious hand.And
sometimes, like Moses (see 34.29), you
are transformed by the power of God’s
presence.

Where do you most fully experience
the presence of God?
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17–The LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very
thing that you have asked; for you have found fa-
vor in my sight, and I know you by name.”
18 Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.”
19 And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass
before you, and will proclaim before you the
name, �The LORD�;a and I will be gracious to whom
I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom
I will show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot
see my face; for no one shall see me and live.”
21 And the LORD continued, “See, there is a place
by me where you shall stand on the rock; 22 and
while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of
the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until
I have passed by; 23 then I will take away my hand,
and you shall see my back; but my face shall not
be seen.”

Moses Makes New Tablets 
(Deut 10.1–5)

34 The LORD said to Moses, “Cut two tablets
of stone like the former ones, and I will

write on the tablets the words that were on the for-
mer tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready in the
morning, and come up in the morning to Mount
Sinai and present yourself there to me, on the top
of the mountain. 3 No one shall come up with you,
and do not let anyone be seen throughout all the
mountain; and do not let flocks or herds graze in
front of that mountain.” 4 So Moses cut two tablets
of stone like the former ones; and he rose early in
the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the
LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand
the two tablets of stone. 5 The LORD descended in
the cloud and stood with him there, and pro-
claimed the name, “The LORD.”a 6 The LORD passed
before him, and proclaimed,

“The LORD, the LORD, 
a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and

faithfulness,
7 keeping steadfast love for the thousandth

generation,b

forgiving iniquity and transgression 
and sin,

yet by no means clearing the guilty,
but visiting the iniquity of the parents 
upon the children 
and the children�s children, 
to the third and the fourth generation.” 

8 And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the
earth, and worshiped. 9 He said, “If now I have
found favor in your sight, O Lord, I pray, let the
Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked peo-
ple, pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for
your inheritance.”

The Covenant Renewed 
(Ex 23.14–19; Deut 7.1–6; 16.1–17)

10–He said: I hereby make a covenant. Before all
your people I will perform marvels, such as have
not been performed in all the earth or in any na-
tion; and all the people among whom you live shall
see the work of the LORD; for it is an awesome thing
that I will do with you.

11–Observe what I command you today. See, I
will drive out before you the Am�o&•rïtes, the Cä�-
naan&•ïtes, the Hit�tïtes, the Per�iz&•zïtes, the
Hï�vïtes, and the Jeb�ü&•sïtes. 12 Take care not to
make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land
to which you are going, or it will become a snare
among you. 13 You shall tear down their altars,
break their pillars, and cut down their sacred polesc

14 (for you shall worship no other god, because the
LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God).
15 You shall not make a covenant with the inhabi-
tants of the land, for when they prostitute them-
selves to their gods and sacrifice to their gods,
someone among them will invite you, and you
will eat of the sacrifice. 16 And you will take wives
from among their daughters for your sons, and
their daughters who prostitute themselves to their
gods will make your sons also prostitute them-
selves to their gods.

17–You shall not make cast idols.
18–You shall keep the festival of unleavened

bread. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread,
as I commanded you, at the time appointed in the
month of Ä�bib; for in the month of Ä�bib you came
out from Egypt.

19–All that first opens the womb is mine, all
your maled livestock, the firstborn of cow and sheep.
20 The firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with
a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break
its neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall re-
deem. 

No one shall appear before me empty-handed.
21–Six days you shall work, but on the seventh

day you shall rest; even in plowing time and in har-
vest time you shall rest. 22 You shall observe the fes-
tival of weeks, the first fruits of wheat harvest, and
the festival of ingathering at the turn of the year.
23 Three times in the year all your males shall ap-
pear before the LORD God, the God of Israel. 24 For
I will cast out nations before you, and enlarge your
borders; no one shall covet your land when you go
up to appear before the LORD your God three times
in the year.

25–You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice
with leaven, and the sacrifice of the festival of the
passover shall not be left until the morning.
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?Major Jewish Feasts
The joyful anticipation that we feel before
a major holiday seems to be shared by
people of all cultures and religious tradi-
tions. Certainly, the Israelites had that
feeling before the three festivals described
in Ex 34.18–26 (and in 23.14–17).They
looked forward to them the way we might
look forward to Christmas or Easter.

The feast of Unleavened Bread, which
began on the day after Passover and last-
ed a week, marked the beginning of the
barley harvest.This feast probably origi-
nated in a pre-Passover agricultural holi-
day. Originally, unleavened bread—bread
made without yeast—was eaten during
this week to symbolize a fresh start.
Later, the feast was connected to the
Passover celebration, and the custom of
eating unleavened bread came to be seen
as a reminder of the haste with which
the people had left Egypt—before having
time to leaven their bread.

The feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, be-
gan seven weeks after the barley harvest,
to celebrate the start of the wheat har-
vest. Later, the feast of Weeks took on
added significance. Because the Israelites
had arrived at Mount Sinai in the third
month after their departure from Egypt
(19.1), this weeklong feast came to be
seen as a celebration of God’s Covenant
with Israel.

The third weeklong festival, the feast
of Booths, also called the festival of Taber-
nacles, was celebrated as the produce of
the land was gathered. Much like our own
Thanksgiving Day, it was a time set aside
to thank God for the bounty of the earth.
It is the most popular of these feasts. Be-
cause booths are tents, this feast reminded
the Israelities of the time they spent wan-
dering in the desert. In Exodus, it is called
the feast at the fruit harvest, and in other
places, simply the festival (1 Kings 8.2).

Ë Ex 34.18–26

26–The best of the first fruits of your ground you
shall bring to the house of the LORD your God.

You shall not boil a kid in its mother�s milk.
27–The LORD said to Moses: Write these words;

in accordance with these words I have made a
covenant with you and with Israel. 28 He was there
with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he nei-
ther ate bread nor drank water. And he wrote on the
tablets the words of the covenant, the ten com-
mandments. e

The Shining Face of Moses
29–Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he

came down from the mountain with the two tablets
of the covenant f in his hand, Moses did not know
that the skin of his face shone because he had been
talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the Is-
raelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining,
and they were afraid to come near him. 31 But
Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders
of the congregation returned to him, and Moses
spoke with them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites
came near, and he gave them in commandment all
that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount
Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with
them, he put a veil on his face; 34 but whenever
Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him,
he would take the veil off, until he came out; and
when he came out, and told the Israelites what he
had been commanded, 35 the Israelites would see
the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shin-
ing; and Moses would put the veil on his face again,
until he went in to speak with him.

Sabbath Regulations

35 Moses assembled all the congregation 
of the Israelites and said to them: These

are the things that the LORD has commanded you 
to do:

2–Six days shall work be done, but on the sev-
enth day you shall have a holy sabbath of solemn
rest to the LORD; whoever does any work on it shall
be put to death. 3 You shall kindle no fire in all
your dwellings on the sabbath day.

Preparations for Making the Tabernacle 
(Ex 25.1–9; 39.32–43)

4–Moses said to all the congregation of the Is-
raelites: This is the thing that the LORD has com-
manded: 5 Take from among you an offering to the
LORD; let whoever is of a generous heart bring the
LORD�s offering: gold, silver, and bronze; 6 blue,
purple, and crimson yarns, and fine linen; goats�
hair, 7 tanned rams� skins, and fine leather;g acacia
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wood, 8 oil for the light, spices for the anointing
oil and for the fragrant incense, 9 and onyx stones
and gems to be set in the ephod and the breast-
piece.

10–All who are skillful among you shall come
and make all that the LORD has commanded: the
tabernacle, 11 its tent and its covering, its clasps and
its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 12 the
ark with its poles, the mercy seat,h and the curtain
for the screen; 13 the table with its poles and all its
utensils, and the bread of the Presence; 14 the lamp-
stand also for the light, with its utensils and its
lamps, and the oil for the light; 15 and the altar of
incense, with its poles, and the anointing oil and
the fragrant incense, and the screen for the en-
trance, the entrance of the tabernacle; 16 the altar of
burnt offering, with its grating of bronze, its poles,
and all its utensils, the basin with its stand; 17 the
hangings of the court, its pillars and its bases, and
the screen for the gate of the court; 18 the pegs of
the tabernacle and the pegs of the court, and their
cords; 19 the finely worked vestments for minister-
ing in the holy place, the holy vestments for the
priest Aaron, and the vestments of his sons, for
their service as priests.

Offerings for the Tabernacle
20–Then all the congregation of the Israelites

withdrew from the presence of Moses. 21 And
they came, everyone whose heart was stirred, and
everyone whose spirit was willing, and brought
the LORD�s offering to be used for the tent of
meeting, and for all its service, and for the sacred
vestments. 22 So they came, both men and
women; all who were of a willing heart brought
brooches and earrings and signet rings and pen-
dants, all sorts of gold objects, everyone bringing
an offering of gold to the LORD. 23 And everyone
who possessed blue or purple or crimson yarn or
fine linen or goats� hair or tanned rams� skins or
fine leather,i brought them. 24 Everyone who
could make an offering of silver or bronze
brought it as the LORD�s offering; and everyone
who possessed acacia wood of any use in the
work, brought it. 25 All the skillful women spun
with their hands, and brought what they had
spun in blue and purple and crimson yarns and
fine linen; 26 all the women whose hearts moved
them to use their skill spun the goats� hair. 27 And
the leaders brought onyx stones and gems to be
set in the ephod and the breastpiece, 28 and spices
and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil,
and for the fragrant incense. 29 All the Israelite
men and women whose hearts made them willing
to bring anything for the work that the LORD had
commanded by Moses to be done, brought it as a
freewill offering to the LORD.

Bezalel and Oholiab 
(Ex 31.1–11)

30–Then Moses said to the Israelites: See, the
LORD has called by name Bez�a&•lel son of Ü�rï son of
Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31 he has filled him with
divine spirit, j with skill, intelligence, and knowl-
edge in every kind of craft, 32 to devise artistic de-
signs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, 33 in
cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, in
every kind of craft. 34 And he has inspired him to
teach, both him and Ö&•hö�li&•ab son of A&•his�-
a&•mach, of the tribe of Dan. 35 He has filled them
with skill to do every kind of work done by an 
artisan or by a designer or by an embroiderer in
blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and in fine linen,
or by a weaver—by any sort of artisan or skilled de-
signer.

36 Bez�a&•lel and Ö&•hö�li&•ab and every skill-
ful one to whom the LORD has given skill

and understanding to know how to do any work in
the construction of the sanctuary shall work in ac-
cordance with all that the LORD has commanded.

2–Moses then called Bez�a&•lel and Ö&•hö�li&•ab
and every skillful one to whom the LORD had given
skill, everyone whose heart was stirred to come to
do the work; 3 and they received from Moses all the
freewill offerings that the Israelites had brought for
doing the work on the sanctuary. They still kept
bringing him freewill offerings every morning, 4 so
that all the artisans who were doing every sort of
task on the sanctuary came, each from the task be-
ing performed, 5 and said to Moses, “The people are
bringing much more than enough for doing the
work that the LORD has commanded us to do.” 6 So
Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed
throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to
make anything else as an offering for the sanctu-
ary.” So the people were restrained from bringing;
7 for what they had already brought was more than
enough to do all the work.

Construction of the Tabernacle 
(Ex 26.1–37)

8–All those with skill among the workers made
the tabernacle with ten curtains; they were made of
fine twisted linen, and blue, purple, and crimson
yarns, with cherubim skillfully worked into them.
9 The length of each curtain was twenty-eight cu-
bits, and the width of each curtain four cubits; all
the curtains were of the same size.

10–He joined five curtains to one another, and
the other five curtains he joined to one another.
11 He made loops of blue on the edge of the outer-
most curtain of the first set; likewise he made them
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on the edge of the outermost curtain of the second
set; 12 he made fifty loops on the one curtain, and
he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that
was in the second set; the loops were opposite one
another. 13 And he made fifty clasps of gold, and
joined the curtains one to the other with clasps; so
the tabernacle was one whole.

14–He also made curtains of goats� hair for a
tent over the tabernacle; he made eleven curtains.
15 The length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and
the width of each curtain four cubits; the eleven
curtains were of the same size. 16 He joined five cur-
tains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves.
17 He made fifty loops on the edge of the outermost
curtain of the one set, and fifty loops on the edge of
the other connecting curtain. 18 He made fifty
clasps of bronze to join the tent together so that it
might be one whole. 19 And he made for the tent a
covering of tanned rams� skins and an outer cover-
ing of fine leather.k

20–Then he made the upright frames for the tab-
ernacle of acacia wood. 21 Ten cubits was the length
of a frame, and a cubit and a half the width of each
frame. 22 Each frame had two pegs for fitting to-
gether; he did this for all the frames of the taberna-
cle. 23 The frames for the tabernacle he made in this
way: twenty frames for the south side; 24 and he
made forty bases of silver under the twenty frames,
two bases under the first frame for its two pegs, and
two bases under the next frame for its two pegs.
25 For the second side of the tabernacle, on the
north side, he made twenty frames 26 and their
forty bases of silver, two bases under the first frame
and two bases under the next frame. 27 For the rear
of the tabernacle westward he made six frames.
28 He made two frames for corners of the taberna-
cle in the rear. 29 They were separate beneath, but
joined at the top, at the first ring; he made two of
them in this way, for the two corners. 30 There were
eight frames with their bases of silver: sixteen bases,
under every frame two bases.

31–He made bars of acacia wood, five for the
frames of the one side of the tabernacle, 32 and five
bars for the frames of the other side of the taberna-
cle, and five bars for the frames of the tabernacle at
the rear westward. 33 He made the middle bar to
pass through from end to end halfway up the
frames. 34 And he overlaid the frames with gold,
and made rings of gold for them to hold the bars,
and overlaid the bars with gold.

35–He made the curtain of blue, purple, and
crimson yarns, and fine twisted linen, with cheru-
bim skillfully worked into it. 36 For it he made four
pillars of acacia, and overlaid them with gold; their
hooks were of gold, and he cast for them four bases
of silver. 37 He also made a screen for the entrance
to the tent, of blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and

fine twisted linen, embroidered with needlework;
38 and its five pillars with their hooks. He overlaid
their capitals and their bases with gold, but their
five bases were of bronze.

Making the Ark of the Covenant 
(Ex 25.10–22)

37 Bez�a&•lel made the ark of acacia wood; it
was two and a half cubits long, a cubit

and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. 2 He
overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside, and
made a molding of gold around it. 3 He cast for it
four rings of gold for its four feet, two rings on its
one side and two rings on its other side. 4 He made
poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them with gold,
5 and put the poles into the rings on the sides of the
ark, to carry the ark. 6 He made a mercy seatl of pure
gold; two cubits and a half was its length, and a cu-
bit and a half its width. 7 He made two cherubim of
hammered gold; at the two ends of the mercy seatm

he made them, 8 one cherub at the one end, and
one cherub at the other end; of one piece with the
mercy seatm he made the cherubim at its two ends.
9 The cherubim spread out their wings above, over-
shadowing the mercy seatm with their wings. They
faced one another; the faces of the cherubim were
turned toward the mercy seat.m

Making the Table for the Bread 
of the Presence 
(Ex 25.23–30)

10–He also made the table of acacia wood, two
cubits long, one cubit wide, and a cubit and a half
high. 11 He overlaid it with pure gold, and made a
molding of gold around it. 12 He made around it a
rim a handbreadth wide, and made a molding of
gold around the rim. 13 He cast for it four rings of
gold, and fastened the rings to the four corners at its
four legs. 14 The rings that held the poles used for
carrying the table were close to the rim. 15 He made
the poles of acacia wood to carry the table, and
overlaid them with gold. 16 And he made the ves-
sels of pure gold that were to be on the table, its
plates and dishes for incense, and its bowls and
flagons with which to pour drink offerings.

Making the Lampstand 
(Ex 25.31–40)

17–He also made the lampstand of pure gold.
The base and the shaft of the lampstand were made
of hammered work; its cups, its calyxes, and its
petals were of one piece with it. 18 There were six
branches going out of its sides, three branches of
the lampstand out of one side of it and three
branches of the lampstand out of the other side of
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?The Ark of the Covenant
The ark of the Covenant, which Bezalel
made in fulfillment of God’s command,
was a portable box in which the Israel-
ites kept the tablets of the Law (see Deut
10. 1–5; 1 Kings 8. 9) and possibly other
sacred items.The large box was made of
gold-plated wood, with four rings attached
to its lower corners; through these rings,
gold-plated poles were inserted for car-
rying the ark in procession. On top of 
the ark sat two golden angels facing each
other, their wings touching over their
heads.

The ark of the Covenant was a sym-
bol of God’s saving presence among 
the Israelites. It accompanied them dur-
ing their forty years in the desert (Num
10.33–36) and was solemnly carried
through the Jordan River when they en-
tered the Promised Land (Josh 3.1–17).
Later, the Israelite soldiers took the 
ark into battle, invoking God’s strength
against their enemies (1 Sam 4.1–11).
After the ark was lost in battle to the
Philistines, David retrieved it and brought
it to Jerusalem (2 Sam 6.1–23), where his
son Solomon eventually enthroned it in
the Temple, in the holy of holies (1 Kings
8.1–11).The ark remained there until the
destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C.,
when it was lost to history.

Ë Ex 37.1–9

it; 19 three cups shaped like almond blossoms, each
with calyx and petals, on one branch, and three
cups shaped like almond blossoms, each with calyx
and petals, on the other branch—so for the six
branches going out of the lampstand. 20 On the
lampstand itself there were four cups shaped like al-
mond blossoms, each with its calyxes and petals.
21 There was a calyx of one piece with it under the
first pair of branches, a calyx of one piece with it
under the next pair of branches, and a calyx of one
piece with it under the last pair of branches.
22 Their calyxes and their branches were of one
piece with it, the whole of it one hammered piece
of pure gold. 23 He made its seven lamps and its

snuffers and its trays of pure gold. 24 He made it
and all its utensils of a talent of pure gold.

Making the Altar of Incense 
(Ex 30.1–5)

25–He made the altar of incense of acacia wood,
one cubit long, and one cubit wide; it was square,
and was two cubits high; its horns were of one piece
with it. 26 He overlaid it with pure gold, its top, and
its sides all around, and its horns; and he made for
it a molding of gold all around, 27 and made two
golden rings for it under its molding, on two oppo-
site sides of it, to hold the poles with which to car-
ry it. 28 And he made the poles of acacia wood, and
overlaid them with gold.

Making the Anointing Oil and the Incense 
(Ex 30.22–38)

29–He made the holy anointing oil also, and the
pure fragrant incense, blended as by the perfumer.

Making the Altar of Burnt Offering 
(Ex 27.1–8)

38 He made the altar of burnt offering also
of acacia wood; it was five cubits long,

and five cubits wide; it was square, and three cubits
high. 2 He made horns for it on its four corners; its
horns were of one piece with it, and he overlaid it
with bronze. 3 He made all the utensils of the altar,
the pots, the shovels, the basins, the forks, and the
firepans: all its utensils he made of bronze. 4 He
made for the altar a grating, a network of bronze,
under its ledge, extending halfway down. 5 He cast
four rings on the four corners of the bronze grating
to hold the poles; 6 he made the poles of acacia
wood, and overlaid them with bronze. 7 And he put
the poles through the rings on the sides of the altar,
to carry it with them; he made it hollow, with
boards.

8–He made the basin of bronze with its stand of
bronze, from the mirrors of the women who served
at the entrance to the tent of meeting.

Making the Court of the Tabernacle 
(Ex 27.9–19)

9–He made the court; for the south side the
hangings of the court were of fine twisted linen, one
hundred cubits long; 10 its twenty pillars and their
twenty bases were of bronze, but the hooks of the
pillars and their bands were of silver. 11 For the
north side there were hangings one hundred cubits
long; its twenty pillars and their twenty bases were
of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their
bands were of silver. 12 For the west side there were
hangings fifty cubits long, with ten pillars and ten
bases; the hooks of the pillars and their bands were
of silver. 13 And for the front to the east, fifty cubits.
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14 The hangings for one side of the gate were fifteen
cubits, with three pillars and three bases. 15 And so
for the other side; on each side of the gate of the
court were hangings of fifteen cubits, with three pil-
lars and three bases. 16 All the hangings around the
court were of fine twisted linen. 17 The bases for the
pillars were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars
and their bands were of silver; the overlaying of
their capitals was also of silver, and all the pillars of
the court were banded with silver. 18 The screen for
the entrance to the court was embroidered with
needlework in blue, purple, and crimson yarns and
fine twisted linen. It was twenty cubits long and,
along the width of it, five cubits high, correspond-
ing to the hangings of the court. 19 There were four
pillars; their four bases were of bronze, their hooks
of silver, and the overlaying of their capitals and
their bands of silver. 20 All the pegs for the taberna-
cle and for the court all around were of bronze.

Materials of the Tabernacle
21–These are the records of the tabernacle, the

tabernacle of the covenant,n which were drawn up
at the commandment of Moses, the work of the
Lë�vïtes being under the direction of Ith�a&•mar son
of the priest Aaron. 22 Bez�a&•lel son of Ü�rï son of
Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD

commanded Moses; 23 and with him was Ö&•hö�-
li&•ab son of A&•his�a&•mach, of the tribe of Dan, en-
graver, designer, and embroiderer in blue, purple,
and crimson yarns, and in fine linen.

24–All the gold that was used for the work, in all
the construction of the sanctuary, the gold from the
offering, was twenty-nine talents and seven hun-
dred thirty shekels, measured by the sanctuary
shekel. 25 The silver from those of the congregation
who were counted was one hundred talents and
one thousand seven hundred seventy-five shekels,
measured by the sanctuary shekel; 26 a beka a head
(that is, half a shekel, measured by the sanctuary
shekel), for everyone who was counted in the cen-
sus, from twenty years old and upward, for six hun-
dred three thousand, five hundred fifty men. 27 The
hundred talents of silver were for casting the bases
of the sanctuary, and the bases of the curtain; one
hundred bases for the hundred talents, a talent for
a base. 28 Of the thousand seven hundred seventy-
five shekels he made hooks for the pillars, and over-
laid their capitals and made bands for them. 29 The
bronze that was contributed was seventy talents,
and two thousand four hundred shekels; 30 with it
he made the bases for the entrance of the tent of
meeting, the bronze altar and the bronze grating for
it and all the utensils of the altar, 31 the bases all
around the court, and the bases of the gate of the
court, all the pegs of the tabernacle, and all the pegs
around the court.

Making the Vestments for the Priesthood 
(Ex 28.1–43)

39 Of the blue, purple, and crimson yarns
they made finely worked vestments, for

ministering in the holy place; they made the sacred
vestments for Aaron; as the LORD had commanded
Moses.

2–He made the ephod of gold, of blue, purple,
and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted linen. 3 Gold
leaf was hammered out and cut into threads to
work into the blue, purple, and crimson yarns and
into the fine twisted linen, in skilled design. 4 They
made for the ephod shoulder-pieces, joined to it at
its two edges. 5 The decorated band on it was of the
same materials and workmanship, of gold, of blue,
purple, and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted
linen; as the LORD had commanded Moses.

6–The onyx stones were prepared, enclosed in
settings of gold filigree and engraved like the en-
gravings of a signet, according to the names of the
sons of Israel. 7 He set them on the shoulder-pieces
of the ephod, to be stones of remembrance for the
sons of Israel; as the LORD had commanded Moses.

8–He made the breastpiece, in skilled work, like
the work of the ephod, of gold, of blue, purple,
and crimson yarns, and of fine twisted linen. 9 It
was square; the breastpiece was made double, a
span in length and a span in width when doubled.
10 They set in it four rows of stones. A row of car-
nelian,o chrysolite, and emerald was the first row;
11 and the second row, a turquoise, a sapphire,p

and a moonstone; 12 and the third row, a jacinth,
an agate, and an amethyst; 13 and the fourth row, a
beryl, an onyx, and a jasper; they were enclosed in
settings of gold filigree. 14 There were twelve stones
with names corresponding to the names of the
sons of Israel; they were like signets, each engraved
with its name, for the twelve tribes. 15 They made
on the breastpiece chains of pure gold, twisted like
cords; 16 and they made two settings of gold fili-
gree and two gold rings, and put the two rings on
the two edges of the breastpiece; 17 and they put
the two cords of gold in the two rings at the edges
of the breastpiece. 18 Two ends of the two cords
they had attached to the two settings of filigree; in
this way they attached it in front to the shoulder-
pieces of the ephod. 19 Then they made two rings
of gold, and put them at the two ends of the breast-
piece, on its inside edge next to the ephod. 20 They
made two rings of gold, and attached them in front
to the lower part of the two shoulder-pieces of the
ephod, at its joining above the decorated band of
the ephod. 21 They bound the breastpiece by its
rings to the rings of the ephod with a blue cord, so
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that it should lie on the decorated band of the
ephod, and that the breastpiece should not come
loose from the ephod; as the LORD had command-
ed Moses.

22–He also made the robe of the ephod woven
all of blue yarn; 23 and the opening of the robe in
the middle of it was like the opening in a coat of
mail,q with a binding around the opening, so that it
might not be torn. 24 On the lower hem of the robe
they made pomegranates of blue, purple, and crim-
son yarns, and of fine twisted linen. 25 They also
made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between
the pomegranates on the lower hem of the robe all
around, between the pomegranates; 26 a bell and a
pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate all around
on the lower hem of the robe for ministering; as the
LORD had commanded Moses.

27–They also made the tunics, woven of fine
linen, for Aaron and his sons, 28 and the turban
of fine linen, and the headdresses of fine linen,
and the linen undergarments of fine twisted
linen, 29 and the sash of fine twisted linen, and
of blue, purple, and crimson yarns, embroidered
with needlework; as the LORD had commanded
Moses.

30–They made the rosette of the holy diadem of
pure gold, and wrote on it an inscription, like the
engraving of a signet, “Holy to the LORD.” 31 They
tied to it a blue cord, to fasten it on the turban
above; as the LORD had commanded Moses.

The Work Completed 
(Ex 35.10–19)

32–In this way all the work of the tabernacle of
the tent of meeting was finished; the Israelites had
done everything just as the LORD had commanded
Moses. 33 Then they brought the tabernacle to
Moses, the tent and all its utensils, its hooks, its
frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 34 the cov-
ering of tanned rams� skins and the covering of fine
leather,q and the curtain for the screen; 35 the ark of
the covenantr with its poles and the mercy seat;s
36 the table with all its utensils, and the bread of the
Presence; 37 the pure lampstand with its lamps set
on it and all its utensils, and the oil for the light;
38 the golden altar, the anointing oil and the fra-
grant incense, and the screen for the entrance of the
tent; 39 the bronze altar, and its grating of bronze,
its poles, and all its utensils; the basin with its
stand; 40 the hangings of the court, its pillars, and
its bases, and the screen for the gate of the court, its
cords, and its pegs; and all the utensils for the ser-
vice of the tabernacle, for the tent of meeting; 41 the
finely worked vestments for ministering in the holy
place, the sacred vestments for the priest Aaron, and
the vestments of his sons to serve as priests. 42 The
Israelites had done all of the work just as the LORD

had commanded Moses. 43 When Moses saw that
they had done all the work just as the LORD had
commanded, he blessed them.

The Tabernacle Erected and 
Its Equipment Installed

40 The LORD spoke to Moses: 2 On the first
day of the first month you shall set up

the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 3 You shall
put in it the ark of the covenant,s and you shall
screen the ark with the curtain. 4 You shall bring in
the table, and arrange its setting; and you shall
bring in the lampstand, and set up its lamps. 5 You
shall put the golden altar for incense before the ark
of the covenant,s and set up the screen for the en-
trance of the tabernacle. 6 You shall set the altar of
burnt offering before the entrance of the tabernacle
of the tent of meeting, 7 and place the basin be-
tween the tent of meeting and the altar, and put wa-
ter in it. 8 You shall set up the court all around, and
hang up the screen for the gate of the court. 9 Then
you shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the tab-
ernacle and all that is in it, and consecrate it and all
its furniture, so that it shall become holy. 10 You
shall also anoint the altar of burnt offering and all
its utensils, and consecrate the altar, so that the al-
tar shall be most holy. 11 You shall also anoint the
basin with its stand, and consecrate it. 12 Then you
shall bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of
the tent of meeting, and shall wash them with wa-
ter, 13 and put on Aaron the sacred vestments, and
you shall anoint him and consecrate him, so that he
may serve me as priest. 14 You shall bring his sons
also and put tunics on them, 15 and anoint them, as
you anointed their father, that they may serve me as
priests: and their anointing shall admit them to a
perpetual priesthood throughout all generations to
come.

16–Moses did everything just as the LORD had
commanded him. 17 In the first month in the sec-
ond year, on the first day of the month, the taber-
nacle was set up. 18 Moses set up the tabernacle; he
laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its
poles, and raised up its pillars; 19 and he spread the
tent over the tabernacle, and put the covering of the
tent over it; as the LORD had commanded Moses.
20 He took the covenantr and put it into the ark,
and put the poles on the ark, and set the mercy seats

above the ark; 21 and he brought the ark into the
tabernacle, and set up the curtain for screening, and
screened the ark of the covenant;r as the LORD had
commanded Moses. 22 He put the table in the tent
of meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, out-
side the curtain, 23 and set the bread in order on it
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before the LORD; as the LORD had commanded
Moses. 24 He put the lampstand in the tent of meet-
ing, opposite the table on the south side of the tab-
ernacle, 25 and set up the lamps before the LORD; as
the LORD had commanded Moses. 26 He put the
golden altar in the tent of meeting before the cur-
tain, 27 and offered fragrant incense on it; as the
LORD had commanded Moses. 28 He also put in
place the screen for the entrance of the tabernacle.
29 He set the altar of burnt offering at the entrance
of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and offered
on it the burnt offering and the grain offering as the
LORD had commanded Moses. 30 He set the basin
between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put
water in it for washing, 31 with which Moses and
Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their
feet. 32 When they went into the tent of meeting,
and when they approached the altar, they washed;
as the LORD had commanded Moses. 33 He set up
the court around the tabernacle and the altar, and

put up the screen at the gate of the court. So Moses
finished the work.

The Cloud and the Glory 
(Ex 13.21–22; Num 9.15–23)

34–Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting,
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
35 Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting
because the cloud settled upon it, and the glory of
the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 Whenever the
cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, the Is-
raelites would set out on each stage of their journey;
37 but if the cloud was not taken up, then they did
not set out until the day that it was taken up. 38 For
the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day,
and fire was in the cloudt by night, before the eyes
of all the house of Israel at each stage of their 
journey.

105 Exodus 40.38
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UMBRELLAS, ARKS, AND TENTS

Umbrellas offer protection from the sun or rain. In Asian cultures, servants would hold umbrel-
las over emperors and kings. Catholics in Indonesia have adapted this custom for their worship.
Often an umbrella is set up over the tabernacle. Umbrellas are held over a priest when he car-
ries the Blessed Sacrament or over the statue of Jesus’ Sacred Heart when it is carried in a
procession.The umbrella has become a sign of reverence for something that symbolizes God’s
presence.

The ark of the Covenant was built to act like an umbrella, to protect and reverence the
tablets of the Law (the Commandments).When the ark was not being carried, it rested in the
tabernacle in the holy of holies, which was a special tent at the center of the Israelites’ camp.
The ark and the tent served the same practical purpose as an umbrella and had the same
deeper meaning of reverencing God’s presence.

The next time you use an umbrella, remember how umbrellas are used to show respect for
that which is holy: the body of Christ, the Ten Commandments, and one of God’s greatest cre-
ations, you!

Ë Ex 40.1–15
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